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UNIT 11. GREAT GEOGRAPHICAL DISCOVERIES.  
GREAT TRAVELLERS AND THEIR EXPLORATIONS.  
RENOWNED GEOGRAPHERS 
 
PRE-READING 
 
1. Which period of time do you think abounds in great geographical discoveries? 
2. Do you know anything about the Age of Exploration or Age of Discovery? 
3. Whose names occur to you when you think of the most famous travellers of all times? 
4. What do you think are the basic motives for exploration of unknown lands? 
 
READING 1 
 
1. Read the text and list the key events mentioned for each of these dates. 

 
 

 
 

The Age of Exploration 
 

 The Age of Exploration or Age of Discovery as it is sometimes called, officially began in 
the early 15th century and lasted until the 17th century. The period is characterized as a time when 
Europeans began exploring the world by sea in search of trading partners, new goods, and new 
trade routes. In addition, some explorers set sail to simply learn more about the world. Whatever 
their reasons though, the information gained during the Age of Exploration significantly helped 
in the advancement of geographic knowledge. 
 
Reasons for Exploration  
 
 Though the desire to simply explore the unknown and discover new knowledge is a 
typical human trait, the world’s famous explorers often lacked the funding needed for a ship, 
supplies, and a crew to get underway on their journeys. As a result, many turned to their 
respective governments which had their own desires for the exploration of new areas. 
 Many nations were looking for goods such as silver and gold but one of the biggest 
reasons for exploration was the desire to find a new route for the spice and silk trades. When the 
Ottoman Empire took control of Constantinople in 1453, it blocked European access to the area, 
severely limiting trade. In addition, it also blocked access to North Africa and the Red Sea – two 
very important trade routes to the Far East. 
 
Key Voyages 
 
 The first of the journeys associated with the Age of Discovery were conducted by the 
Portuguese under Prince Henry the Navigator. These voyages were different than those 
previously conducted by the Portuguese because they covered a much larger area. The 
Portuguese sailed out of sight of land and discovered the Madeira Islands in 1419 and the Azores 
in 1427. The main goal for the Portuguese voyages though was to discover a trade route to West 
Africa without having to go through the Sahara Desert. By the mid-1400s, this goal was realized 
and a trading port was established at Elmina in West Africa. 

the 15th –17th centuries              1419               1453               1427     
        

1492                1494                1770               the 20th century 
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 Also, during the Age of Discovery were the famed voyages of Christopher Columbus. 
These voyages started as an attempt to find a trade route to Asia by sailing west. Instead, he 
reached America in 1492 and shared information on this newly found land with Spain and the 
rest of Europe. Shortly thereafter, the Portuguese explorer Pedro Alvares Cabral explored Brazil, 
setting off a conflict between Spain and Portugal in terms of the newly claimed lands. As a 
result, the Treaty of Tordesillas officially divided the world in half in 1494. 
 Some other important voyages of exploration that took place during the Age of 
Exploration were Ferdinand Magellan’s attempted circumnavigation of the globe, the search for 
a trade route to Asia through the Northwest Passage, and Captain James Cook’s voyages that 
allowed him to map various areas and travel as far as Alaska. 
 
The End of the Age of Exploration 
 
 The Age of Exploration ended in the early 17th century after technological advancements 
and increased knowledge of the world allowed Europeans to travel easily across the globe by 
sea. In addition, the construction of settlements along the coasts of the newly found areas created 
a network of communication and trade, therefore ending the need to search for trade routes. 
 Though the Age of Exploration officially ended in the 17th century, it is important to note 
that the exploration did not cease entirely at this time. Eastern Australia was not discovered until 
1770 and the Arctic and Antarctic areas were not heavily explored until the 19th century. Much 
of Africa also was also unexplored until the 19th and even early 20th centuries. 
 
2. Answer the questions. 

1) How is the Age of Exploration characterized? 
2) What were the primary reasons for exploration? 
3) What urged the world’s famous explorers to turn to their governments for support? 
4) What key voyages are associated with the Age of Exploration? 
5) What was the main difference of the Portuguese voyages under Prince Henry the 

Navigator from the previous ones? 
6) What was the main goal of the Portuguese voyages? 
7) What was the main goal of Christopher Columbus’s famed voyages? 
8) Whose geographical exploration set off a conflict between Spain and Portugal? 
9) What was the significance of the Treaty of Tordesillas? 
10) What was Captain James Cook’s major contribution to geography? 
11) What reasons can be considered underlying for the end of the Age of Exploration? 
12) Did the geographical exploration cease after the end of the Age of Exploration? 
 

3. Find in the text the italicized words or phrases that mean the same as the following. 

  
4. Fill in the gaps with the italicized words from the text. 

1) The ship sailed ………. and was never seen again. 
2) The lack of funding hindered navigators to ……….. on their voyages. 
3) Some navigators ……….. looking for new trading partners and trade routes. 
4) Travellers always explore the world ……….. knowledge about new lands and people 

who inhabit them. 
5) The Age of Exploration ……….. in the early 17th century. 
6) The information gained during the Age of Exploration contributed to the ………. of 

geographic knowledge. 

come to an end                    looking for                    start 

begin a voyage                    development and progress                    not visible 
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5. Give English equivalents. 
 Торговые партнёры; торговые пути; типичная человеческая черта; испытывать 
недостаток финансирования; обращаться к кому-либо; взять что-либо под своё 
управление; блокировать доступ к чему-либо; разделить мир пополам; вновь открытые 
территории. 
 
6. Translate the sentences into Russian. 

1) Испокон веков человеку было присуще желание познать неизвестное и исследовать 
новые земли. 

2) В 15–17 веках европейцы отправлялись в морские путешествия в поисках новых 
торговых путей и диковинных товаров. 

3) Испытывая недостаток финансирования для обеспечения экипажа снаряжением и 
припасами, мореплаватели обращались к властям с просьбой помочь им в 
организации экспедиций. 

4) Взяв под своё управление Константинополь, Оттоманская империя блокировала 
европейцам выход к Северной Африке и Красному морю, что лишило их 
возможности искать новых торговых партнёров на Дальнем Востоке. 

5) 7 июня 1494 года между Испанией и Португалией был подписан Тордесильясский 
договор, который официально разделил весь мир пополам. 

6) Возникновение поселений на вновь открытых территориях способствовало 
развитию коммуникационных и торговых сетей. 

7) Самыми прославленными путешественниками эпохи Великих географических 
открытий являются Христофор Колумб, открывший Америку в 1492 г., 
Педро Альварес Кабрал, которому принадлежит честь открытия Бразилии в 1500 г.,  
Фернан Магеллан, совершивший  в 1519–1522 гг. первое кругосветное плавание. 
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READING 2 
 
7. Match the geographical names 1–14 with their Russian equivalents a– n. 

1) Ceuta a) Эгейское море 
2) Sagres b) Огненная Земля, архипелаг 
3) the Aegean Sea c) мыс Святого Винсента 
4) the Strait of Gibraltar d) мыс Доброй Надежды 
5) the Strait of Magellan e) Багамские острова 
6) the Strait of All Saints f) остров Себу 
7) Cape Saint Vincent g) Гуам, остров 
8) the Cape of Good Hope h) Сеута, полуанклав 
9) the Canary Islands i) Магелланов пролив 
10) the Spice Islands j) пролив всех Святых (впоследствии 

 переименованный в Магелланов пролив) 
11) the Bahamas k) Сагреш, город 
12) Guam l) острова Специй 
13) Cebu Island m) Гибралтарский пролив 
14) Tierra del Fuego n) Канарские острова 

 
8.  Read the text about three famed explorers and say why they went down in history. 

 
 Prince Henry the Navigator was born in 
1394 as the third son of King John I (King Joao I) of 
Portugal. At the age of 21, in 1415, Prince Henry 
commanded a military force that captured the 
Muslim outpost of Ceuta, located on the south side of 
the Strait of Gibraltar. 
 Three years later, Prince Henry founded his 
Institute at Sagres on the southwestern-most point of 
Portugal, Cape Saint Vincent – a place ancient 
geographers referred to as the western edge of the 
earth. The institute, best described as a fifteenth 
century research and development facility, included 
libraries, an astronomical observatory, ship-building 
facilities, a chapel, and housing for staff. 
 The institute was designed to teach 
navigational techniques to Portuguese sailors, to 
collect and disseminate geographical information 

about the world, to invent and improve navigational and seafaring equipment, to sponsor 
expeditions, and to spread Christianity around the world. Prince Henry brought together some of 
the leading geographers, cartographers, astronomers, and mathematicians from throughout 
Europe to work at the institute. 
 Although Prince Henry never sailed on any of his expeditions and rarely left Portugal, he 
became known as Prince Henry the Navigator. 
 The institute’s primary exploration goal was to explore the western coast of Africa to 
locate a route to Asia. A new type of ship, called a caravel was developed at Sagres. It was fast 
and was much more maneuverable than prior types of boats and though they were small, they 
were quite functional.  
 In 1460 Prince Henry the Navigator died but work continued at Sagres under the 
direction of Henry’s nephew, King John II of Portugal. The institute’s expeditions continued to 
venture south and then rounded the Cape of Good Hope and sailed to the east and throughout 
Asia over the next few decades. 



 7 

 Christopher Columbus was born in Genoa (located 
in Italy today) in 1451 to a family of middle class wool-
weavers. Though little is known about his childhood, it is 
apparent that he was well-educated because he was able to 
speak several languages as an adult and had considerable 
knowledge of classical literature. In addition, he studied the 
works of Ptolemy and Marinus to name a few. 
 Columbus first took to the sea when he was 14 years 
old and this continued throughout his younger life. During 
the 1470s, he went on numerous trading trips that took him 
to the Aegean Sea, Northern Europe, and possibly Iceland. 
In 1479, he met his brother Bartolomeo, a mapmaker, in 
Lisbon. He later married and in 1480, his son Diego was 
born. 
 The family stayed in Lisbon until 1485, when 
Columbus’ wife Filipa died. From there, Columbus and Diego moved to Spain where he began 
trying to obtain a grant to explore western trade routes. He believed that because the earth was a 
sphere, a ship could reach the Far East and set up trading routes in Asia by sailing west. 
 For years, Columbus proposed his plans to the Portuguese and Spanish kings, but he was 
turned down each time. Finally, after the Moors were expelled from Spain in 1492, King 
Ferdinand and Queen Isabella reconsidered his requests. Columbus promised to bring back gold, 
spices, and silk from Asia, spread Christianity, and explore China. He then asked to be admiral 
of the seas and governor of discovered lands. 
 After receiving significant funding from the Spanish monarchs, Columbus set sail on 
August 3, 1492 with three ships, the Pinta, Nina, and Santa Maria, and 104 men. After a short 
stop at the Canary Islands to resupply and make minor repairs, the ships set out across the 
Atlantic. This voyage took five weeks – much longer than Columbus expected, as he thought the 
world was smaller than it is. During this time, many of the crew members contracted diseases 
and died, or died from hunger and thirst. 
 Finally, on October 12, 1492, Rodrigo de Triana, sighted land in area of the present-day 
Bahamas. When Columbus reached the land, he believed it was an Asian island and named it 
San Salvador. But it was America. 
 However, Columbus was not the first to visit America. His major contribution to 
geography is that he was the first to visit, settle, and stay in new lands, effectively bringing a new 
area or the world into the forefront of the geographic thought of the time. 

 Ferdinand Magellan was born in 1480 in 
Sabrosa, Portugal. Because his family had ties to the 
royal family, Magellan became a page to the 
Portuguese queen after his parents’ untimely deaths in 
1490. This allowed him the opportunity to become 
educated and learn about the various Portuguese 
exploration expeditions – possibly even those 
conducted by Christopher Columbus. 
 Magellan took part in his first sea voyage in 
1505 when Portugal sent him to India to help install 
Francisco de Almeida as the Portuguese viceroy. He 
also experienced his first battle there in 1509 when one 
of the local kings rejected the practice of paying tribute 
to the new viceroy. 
 From here however, Magellan lost the viceroy 
Almeida’s support after he took leave without 
permission and was accused of illegally trading with 
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the Moors. After some of the accusations were proven to be true, Magellan lost all offers of 
employment from the Portuguese after 1514. 
 Ferdinand Magellan is often credited with the first circumnavigation of the globe. It was 
an attempt to prove that the coveted Spice Islands, or Moluccas, were actually property of Spain. 
Finding a direct route between the Spice Islands and Spanish Peru would be argument enough 
for ownership of these lands. Setting sail on September 20, 1519, Magellan began his voyage on 
five tiny ships. After three long months of sea travel, Magellan anchored near present day Rio de 
Janeiro to restock its supplies on December 13, 1519. From there, they moved down the coast of 
South America looking for a way into the Pacific. As they sailed farther south however, the 
weather got worse so the crew anchored in Patagonia (southern South America) to wait out the 
winter.  
 As the weather began to ease in the spring, Magellan sent the Santiago on a mission to 
look for a way through to the Pacific Ocean. In May, the ship was wrecked and the fleet did not 
move again until August 1520. Then, after months of exploring the area, the remaining four 
ships found a strait in October and sailed through it. This portion of the journey took 38 days, 
cost them the San Antonio (because its crew decided to abandon the expedition) and a large 
amount of supplies. Nevertheless, at the end of November, the remaining three ships exited what 
Magellan named the Strait of All Saints and sailed into the Pacific Ocean. 
 From here, Magellan mistakenly thought it would only take a few days to reach the Spice 
Islands, when it instead took four months, during which time his crew suffered immensely. They 
began to starve as their food supplies were depleted, their water turned putrid, and many of the 
men developed scurvy. The crew was able to stop at a nearby island in January 1521 to eat fish 
and seabirds but their supplies were not adequately restocked until March when they stopped in 
Guam. 
 On March 28, they landed in the Philippines and befriended a tribal king, Rajah 
Humabon of Cebu Island. The crew were persuaded into helping the tribe kill their enemy Lapu-
Lapu on Mactan Island. On April 21, 1521, Magellan took part in the Battle of Mactan and was 
killed by Lapu-Lapu’s army. 
 After Magellan’s death, Sebastian Del Cano took control of the two remaining ships. To 
ensure that one ship would make it back to Spain, one ship, the Trinidad, headed east, and the 
Victoria continued west. The Trinidad was seized by the Portuguese on its journey, but on 
September 6, 1522 the Victoria and only 18 surviving crew members returned to Spain, 
completing the first circumnavigation of the globe. 
 So, Magellan’s legacy is great. He discovered what is now called the Strait of Magellan, 
named the Pacific Ocean, and South America’s Tierra del Fuego. Magellanic Clouds in space 
were also named for him, as his crew was the first to view them while sailing in the Southern 
Hemisphere. Most important to geography though, was Magellan’s realization of the full extent 
of the earth – something that significantly aided in the development of later geographic 
exploration and the resulting knowledge of the world today. 
 
9. Match the words to make phrases from the text. 

1) Military a) trips 
2) astronomical b) coast 
3) navigational c) force 
4) seafaring d) route 
5) western e) observatory 
6) middle  f) death 
7) trading g) techniques 
8) discovered h) equipment 
9) royal i) class 
10) untimely j) lands 
11) direct k) family 
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10. Fill in the gaps with the phrases from 9. 
1) He was born to a ………. family that could finance his education. 
2) The ……….. was awarded with a modern telescope. 
3) In 1415 the Muslim outpost of Ceuta was captured by a ……….. under the command of 

Prince Henry. 
4) Prince Henry the Navigator started the first school for teachin ……….. . 
5) The primary goal of the sea voyage was to explore the ……….. of Africa. 
6) When Christopher Columbus was in his twenties, he went on different ……….. to 

Northern Europe. 
7) The members of the ……….. turned down Christopher Columbus’s offers to explore 

western trade routes. 
8) The government sponsored the expedition to provide it with all the necessary ……….. . 
9) He was an efficient mapmaker who thoroughly charted the newly ……….. . 
10) A ……….. between the Spice Island and Spanish Peru would have proved that the 

coveted Spice Island were property of Spain. 
11) Despite Ferdinand Magellan’s ………… he went down in history as the leader of the first 

circumnavigation of the globe. 
11. Which of the explorers… 

1) was born in the 14th century?    
2) was born to a family who had ties to the royal family?    
3) was born in Italy?    
4) regarded exploring the western coast of Africa and locating a route   
      to Asia as the primary goal of his institute?    
5) was sent to install the Portuguese viceroy in India?    
6) sailed on his first sea voyage when he was a teenager?    
7) established a research institute?    
8) attempted to prove that the islands rich in cloves, mace and other  
      economically important spices were property of Spain?    
9) had profound knowledge of classical literature?    
10) invited the leading scientists from all over Europe to work at his facility?    
11) never sailed himself?    
12) had a brother who was good at mapmaking?    
13) anchored in Patagonia to wait for the weather to ease?    
14) kept on proposing his ideas to the kings but they were always rejected?    
15) took America for an Asian island?    
16) failed to estimate the right duration time of his voyage while looking for  
      a way to the Spice Islands?    
17) asked to be an admiral of the seas and governor of discovered lands?    
18) was killed by hostile natives?    
19) give the name to an ocean?    
20) realized the full extent of the earth?    
 

12. Speak on the historical significance of 
1) the discovery of America by Christopher Columbus; 
2) the first circumnavigation of the globe under the leadership of Ferdinand Magellan. 
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READING 3 
 
13. Read the text about six famous geographers and mark the statements 1–14 true (T) or 

false (F). Correct the wrong information. 
 

Six Famous Geographers 
 
 Today, not many people could name a famous geographer. In the past, when much of the 
world was still exotic and unexplored, geographers played a crucial role in society. Some 
geographers are particularly noteworthy for their contribution to the science of geography. 

 Eratosthenes. The first spot has to go to the man who 
coined the term geography, Eratosthenes. He created one of 
the earliest maps of the known world between 276–195 BC, 
but his greatest contribution was the concept of latitude and 
longitude. Eratosthenes came up with the word geography 
from the roots “geo” (the earth) and “graphein” (to write). He 
was also the first man ever to be able to calculate the size of 
the earth (with a minimal 2% error), the earth’s axial tilt, and 
possibly even its distance from the sun. Even without these 
other remarkable accomplishments, Eratosthenes would still 
be notable as the man who coined geography. 
 Al Idrisi.  The second 
is the 12th century geographer 
and cartographer Abu Abd 
Allah Muhammad al-Idrisi al-

Qurtubi al-Hasani al-Sabti, also called Al Idrisi, or Dreses. He is 
just as famous for being a cartographer as he is for a geographer. 
A pre-Renaissance man, Al Idrisi didn’t just create the map of 
Eurasia and north Africa found in the Tabula Rogeriana, he also 
wrote an extremely detailed account of all of the geographical 
features, ethnic groups, socioeconomic factors, and other features 
of every area he drew. His information was gleaned from 
interviews with visitors to the areas he wrote about, as well as his 
own travels – in a time period when few people travelled more 
than five or ten miles from their homes, he had visited Spain, 
Portugal, France, Anatolia, and England by age sixteen, and 
travelled even more extensively later in life. The Tabula Rogeriana is his most famous work of 
geography and cartography, and was created for King Roger II of Sicily. 

 Alexander von Humboldt. Next is Alexander von 
Humboldt. He was an explorer and naturalist during the 18th–19th 
centuries, and his work laid the foundation for the science of 
biogeography. He was the first person to develop the idea that 
weather patterns, geology, and biology all played a part in 
determining which plants were capable of thriving in which areas. 
He painstakingly collected geographical and biological data over 
a period of years, and carefully traced the relationships he found 
between them. The end result was the Kosmos, a multi-volume 
work that covered the aspects of geography and natural science 
that he devoted his life to. 
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Isothermal chart, or, View of climates & productions / drawn from the accounts of Humboldt & 
others, by W.C. Woodbridge. 

 Immanuel Kant. Fourth is Immanuel Kant. Though Kant 
is known more for being an 18th century philosopher than a 
geographer, his work is a large part of the reason why geography 
is treated as a legitimate science today. He believed that 
geography classified things according to place, while history 
classified things according to time. As a result, according to Kant, 
geography had an important place in virtually every facet of 
knowledge. By establishing the academic importance of 
geography, he lent more legitimacy to geography as an intellectual 
discipline. 
 Carl Ritter.  Next, one of 
the most important figures in 
modern geography is Carl Ritter. 

Working during the 19th century, Ritter treated the various 
geographical features of the world like organs in the human 
body – he believed that each one interacted with the others to 
create a cohesive whole, and that, just like a person’s organs 
determined their health, the geographic features of a place 
affected the history of its inhabitants. He wrote the 19-volume 
“Geography in Relation to Nature and the History of Mankind” 
(“Die Erdkunde im Verhältniss zur Natur und zur Geschichte 
des Menschen”), and, along with Kant, was instrumental in 
establishing geography as a field of study. 
 Arnaldo Faustini. Arnaldo Faustini is the man for whom the Faustini moon crater is 
named. He was a geographer, writer, and cartographer born in 1872 that lived until 1944. He 
specialised in the poles, and wrote nineteen different books on subjects having to do with the 
poles alone, as well as countless other articles on them. He knew several polar explorers of the 
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time, helped them translate accounts of their journeys into other languages, and drew maps of the 
areas they explored. Faustini’s fascination with the poles formed the foundation for several polar 
explorations, and his work is still on display in the Polar Museum in Fermo, Italy. 
 Most of the best geographers were also cartographers, and vice versa. Both mapmaking 
and geography are labours of love that are just as much art as science. While many cartographers 
were artists and writers, many geographers were philosophers and explorers. All famous 
geographers exhibited a curiosity about the world and people around them, and developed new 
ways of interpreting the things they saw. These people helped shape our understanding of how 
the natural world influences the course of human history, from things like the areas where people 
tended to settle, to the establishment of trade and cultural exchange routes, to the development of 
different cultures worldwide. 
 

1) Alexander von Humboldt is the man who coined the term geography. (T/F) 
2) Eratosthenes’s greatest contribution to geography was the concept of latitude and 

longitude. (T/F) 
3) Eratosthenes was the first man to be able to calculate the mass of the earth. (T/F) 
4) Al Idrisi wrote a detailed account of all geographical features, ethnic groups and 

socioeconomic factors of every area he charted. (T/F) 
5) The Tabula Rasa is Al Idrisi’s most famous work of geography and cartography. (T/F) 
6) Alexander von Humboldt was an explorer and naturalist during the 17th–18th centuries. 

(T/F) 
7) Alexander von Humboldt is considered to be the founder of the science of biogeography. 

(T/F) 
8) Alexander von Humboldt devoted all his life to geography and natural science, but he 

couldn’t write any notable work. (T/F) 
9) Immanuel Kant is better known for being a philosopher rather than a geographer. (T/F) 
10) Immanuel Kant established the academic importance of geography, seeing it as a hard 

science. (T/F) 
11) Carl Ritter believed that the geographic features of a place affected the history of its 

inhabitants. (T/F) 
12) Carl Ritter is the man for whom the moon crater is named. (T/F) 
13) Arnaldo Faustini wrote nineteen different books on subjects having to do with the poles. 

(T/F)  
14) All famous geographers helped shape our understanding of how the natural world 

influences the course of human history. (T/F) 
 

14. Find more information about one of these geographers and tell the class about him. 
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UNIT 12. THE HISTORY OF WORLD ART.  
THE HISTORY OF RUSSIAN ART 
 
PRE-READING 
 
1. What is your favourite kind of art? Why? 
2. Which period of art (Renaissance, Romanticism, Expressionism, Pop Art, etc.) seems more 

appealing to you? Why? 
3. Can you name any of the most famous representatives of different periods of art? 
 
READING 1 
 
1. Read the text and complete the chart given below. 
 

The History of Art   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
  
 
 Since the beginning of mankind, human beings have attempted to demonstrate their 
feelings of life, love, religion, and other topics by creating art. Whether it is architecture and 
paintings, or sculpture and cave drawings, their art has acted as a time capsule, and allowed us to 
see how artists viewed the world in their time. As time and technology progressed, so did art, 
and art history has been divided into periods based on techniques and common trends. 
 
Timeline of Art  History 

• Paleolithic, Mesolithic, and Neolithic Art  
• Classical Art  
• Medieval Art  
• Renaissance  
• Baroque and Rococo  
• Neoclassicism  
• Romanticism  
• Realism 
• Impressionism  
• Post-Impressionism 
• Expressionism  
• Cubism  
• Surrealism 
• Pop Art  
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Paleolithic, Mesolithic, and Neolithic Art (30,000 BC–2,000 BC) 
 Even in ancient times, Homo sapiens created art. These pieces of art often involved stone; 
whether it was stacking them, painting them, or carving into them. Later in the era, pottery, as 
well as weaving, developed. These works shared a common theme of food, fertility, basic human 
figures, and animals.  

 
 
 
Classical Art (500 BC – 500 AD) 

 Developed by the Greeks, Classical Art dates back to 
as early as 500 BC. To honour their vast pantheon of gods, 
the Greeks created beautiful sculptures and elegant 
architecture with marble. 
Their artists were highly 
focused on portraying the 
beauty of humans, and 
created sculptures that were 
highly naturalistic. Despite 
popular belief, these 
sculptures were not white 
when completed, but were 
painted a vast array of 
colours. Following their 
conquering the Greeks, the 
Romans adapted the Greeks’ 

artistic style for they believed it was unparalleled. In fact, most 
of the Classical Art that has survived today is Roman, not Greek.  
 
 
Medieval Art (500 AD–1400 AD) 

Following the collapse of the Roman Empire in 476 AD, Western Europe became largely 
decentralized, except for the centralizing power of the Catholic Church. Also after the collapse 
of the Roman Empire, Europe saw a period of artistic backwardness, as the highly refined 
methods of art from the Classical period were forgotten. Characteristics of Medieval art include: 
focus on religious (Christian) themes; disproportionate and little perspective; two-dimensional 
and flat picture; a hieratic scale. 
 



 15 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Renaissance (late 1300s–1600 AD) 

 Due to contact with the Arab world and the 
rediscovery of ancient Greek and Roman texts, the 
Renaissance brought about a change in Europe culturally. 
Following the Greeks’ and Romans’ methods before them, 
Renaissance artists’ paintings were focused more on 
celebrating the human individual, rather than entirely on 
religion as it had during the Medieval era. Characteristics of 
Renaissance art include: realism and focus on humans; 
accurate perspective; natural background; light and 
shadowing. 

 
 
 
Baroque and Rococo (17th–18th centuries)  

 To appeal to and compete with Protestant churches for worshipers following the 
Protestant Reformation, the Catholic Church sponsored the creation of impressive religious art 
and architecture, known as the Baroque movement. Baroque art is characterized by rich colour, 
Christian themes, intense shadowing, and highly dramatic scenes that are heavily foreshortened. 
In France during the late 1750s, the “Late Baroque” period, or Rococo emerged. Rococo art was 
much different from Baroque art, as many Baroque artists gave up their symmetry for the ornate 
and playful style of Rococo. Rococo art was often used by nobles for displaying their wealth. 



 16 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Neoclassicism (late 18th–mid-19th centuries)  

 Inspired by the Enlightenment, 
Neoclassicism grew as a response to the 
declining Rococo movement. Neoclassical 
art was a much darker subject matter than 
Rococo art, and was often used in French 
politics under such leaders as Maximilian 
Robespierre as well as Napoleon Bonaparte. 
Additionally, Neoclassicism adopted many 
characteristics of Greek and Roman 
Classicism, which is evident in the poses of 
figures, the types of paint, and the drapery of 
fabrics. 

 
 
 

Romanticism (1780 AD–1850 AD) 
  
 The Romanticism movement originated as 

a revolt against the Age of Enlightenment and the 
Scientific Revolution of early modern Europe. 
Unlike Neoclassicism, Romanticist artists created 
paintings far more dreamy and imaginary than 
neoclassical artists, and were often narratives. 
Additionally, Romanticism paintings appealed to 
the emotions of trepidation and awe, through 
nightmarish narratives and awe inspiring natural 
shots.  
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Realism (1848 AD–1900 AD) 
  
 Realism began as a rejection of the 
imagination and subjectivism of Romanticism, 
and focused more on accurate observation of 
the ordinary world. Realist artists were 
characterized by painting everyday people in 
ordinary situations, as well as being audacious 
by painting explicit subject matter like 
prostitutes. Additionally, Realism paintings 
were often en plein air, which means they 
were painted while outdoors.  
 
 

 
Impressionism (1865 AD–1885 AD)  

 During the Industrial Revolution in France, the 
Impressionist movement began. Like Realists, Impressionists sought to capture a specific 
moment in time, but laid much more emphasis on the effects of light than the Realists. 
Additionally, Impressionism is characterized by small, but visible, brushstrokes, open 
composition, and real life subject matter.  
 
 
Post-Impressionism (1885 AD–1910 AD)  

 
Unhappy with the trivial subject matter of 

Impressionism, the Post-Impressionism movement 
began in France in the late 19th century. Like 
Impressionism, Post-Impressionism had a strong 
emphasis on light, as well as distinguishable 
brushstrokes. Additionally, Post-Impressionism 
became an even greater medium for expression, as 
it was not afraid to have unorthodox subject 
matter.  
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Expressionism (1890 AD–1935 AD)  

 Originating in Germany at the end of the 19th 
century, Expressionism was focused more on the 
emotion of colour rather than the reality of it, and 

oftentimes appeared abstract. Expressionist artists sought to express the meaning and emotion of 
an experience, often times distorting their works greatly for added emotional effect.  
 
Cubism (1905 AD–1920 AD) 

  
 Beginning at the start of the 20th century, 
Cubism emerged. Rejecting naturalistic depiction of 
prior movements, Cubists preferred compositions of 
shapes and forms used in an abstract way. Cubism can 
be further divided into two branches: Analytical and 
Synthetic Cubism. Analytical Cubism had greater depth 
and focused on breaking down forms into simple 
geometric shapes, while Synthetic Cubism was much 
more flat and often used mixed media and collage.  
 
 
 

 
Surrealism (1917 AD–1950 AD) 

 After World War I, art in the Western World tended to be dominated by dark themes such 
as uncertainty and anxiety. Surrealism was one of the darkest of these movements, and 
Surrealists placed realistic objects in unrealistic situations in order to confuse the viewer’s sense 
of reality. Additionally, other characteristics of Surrealism include a dreamlike setting, and 
disturbing visuals.  
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Pop Art (late 1950s–early 1970s) 
 Towards the late 1950s, a movement known as 

Pop Art emerged. Pop Art focused on subjects that 
wouldn’t normally be considered art, such as 

advertisements, 
pop culture, and 

consumerism. 
Additionally, 

because Pop Art 
incorporated pop 
culture, it was 
easily accessible 
to an average 
person.  

 
 
 

Period of Art Characteristics Famous Works 
..... ..... ..... 
..... ..... ..... 
..... ..... ..... 

 
 
2. Match the words to make phrases from the text. 

Human    style 
human    matter 
cave    trends 
time    depiction 
common    scale 
ancient    being 
artistic    person 
hieratic    individual 
natural    drawings 
subject    culture 
naturalistic   capsule 
geometric    background 
pop    times 
average    shapes 
 

3. Fill in the gaps with the phrases from 2. 
1) Since ………. people have always attempted to express their feelings and emotions 

through different means of art.  
2) The first ………. were made by ………. of the Paleolithic age, and they picture mainly 

animals. 
3) Art is similar to a ……….. that allows people to roll back intervening centuries and 

witness any event in the past.  
4) The ancient Romans worshipped the culture of the ancient Greeks and adopted their 

………. . 
5) The ……….. of Medieval Art are focus on Christianity, disproportionate and little 

perspective and picturing a ……….. . 
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6) The ………. of the Renaissance is anthropocentrism, which means glorifying the 
……….. and his activities. 

7) The Renaissance artists began to use new artistic devices: volumetric composition and 
……… as an element of the scene. 

8) ……… of the real world in its mobility and variability was rejected by Cubism. 
9) Simple ……….. and visual interaction of form and space were characteristics of 

Analytical Cubism. 
10) ………. is self-expression of modern mass culture and a typical product of the global 

cyberspace. 
 

4. Answer the questions. 
1) What common theme did the pieces of Paleolithic Art share? 
2) What did the Greeks’ beautiful sculptures of Classical Art symbolise? 
3) What influence did the collapse of the Roman Empire make on the development of 

Medieval Art? 
4) What facilitated the Renaissance bringing about a cultural change in Europe? 
5) Why did the Catholic Church sponsor the spread of the Baroque movement? 
6) Which movement inspired the emergence of Neoclassicism? 
7) What caused the emergence of the Romanticism movement? 
8) What principle did Realism focus on? 
9) What did Impressionists and Realists have in common? What was the difference between 

them? 
10) Why did Post-Impressionism become a great medium of expression? 
11) What did Expressionists seek to convey? 
12) What differentiated Cubism from prior movements? 
13) What themes dominated art in the Western World after World War I? 
14) What subjects did Pop Art focus on? 
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READING 2 
 
5. Read the text and complete the chart given below. 

 
The History of Russian Fine Arts 

 
 The history of Russian fine arts falls into two distinct periods, with the border between 
them marked by the reforms of Peter the Great. This distinction is utterly profound, dealing with 
the basics of artistic perception of reality.  
 
Icon Painting  
  
 Painting in Old Russia appeared and developed in close connection with icon venerating, 
based on the doctrine of God’s incarnation. Icon is a means for the Orthodoxy to state it as a 
clearly visible truth. In a way icon is divinity conveyed in images and not in words. 
Undoubtedly, icon is not a picture but a sacred object.  
 An icon does not represent what the painter sees before him, but a certain prototype. 
Reverence for an icon stems from reverence for its prototypes. Hence its unique artistic style that 
has nothing to do with other arts. It does not aim to produce just an aesthetic impression. Icons 
are destined both to reflect and evoke prayerful concentration and serenity in communication 
with God. It explains peculiar artistic devices used in icon painting, such as reverse perspective, 

a number of viewpoints within the space of an icon, hierarchic 
placement of objects depicted, etc. Icons are expected to heal and 
work miracles. Some of them were considered to be of a 
supernatural origin. Yet, the majority of icons were created by 
humans. Icon painters had to be people of high moral ideals and 
of true faith. Only people with a rich inner life and considerable 
intellect could create icons.  
 Alongside with Christianity, the Russian masters adopted 
the Byzantium artistic style and technique developed through 
centuries. Henceforth, in Russian principalities icon-painting 
schools having their own peculiarities of painting were formed 
(Novgorod, Pskov, Yaroslavl, Tver icon-painting schools). 
   The highest peak of ancient Russian painting falls on the 
14–15 centuries, due to such outstanding masters as Theophanes 

the Greek and Andrey Rublyov. The top of Russian icon painting is Trinity (1422–1427) by A. 
Rublev, which he created as a symbol of spiritual consent and unity of the Russian people. 

Ancient Russian sculpture  

 Ancient Russian sculpture existed in the form of decorative wood carving and was 
prevailingly polychromatic (similarly to European sculpture, it was painted with tempera or oil 
colours).  
 Sculptures were mainly images of saints, with most attention paid to the faces, while the 
figures were covered under the dresses and thus looked flat.  
 
 Academism  
 
 In the 18th–early 19th centuries the pictorial art in Russia driven by cultural demands of 
the society, embraces all the major stages of Western art: Baroque, Classicism and Romanticism. 
The leading role in this process belongs to foreign painters and sculptors invited to Russia, but 
already during the reign of Elizabeth I there appear gifted and highly skilled domestic masters. 
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From the mid-18th century Academism becomes the prevailing trend, with its austerity of 
drawing, strict rules of composition, conventionality of palette, use of scenes from the Bible, 
ancient history and mythology. However the greatest achievements of this period were gained in 
portrait rather than in historic painting (A. Argunov, A. Antropov, F. Rokotov, D. Levitsky, V. 
Borovikovsky, O. Kiprensky). The first outstanding Russian master of sculptural portrait was F. 
Shubin.  

 The heyday of the academic school falls on the first 
half of the 19th century. The paintings by Karl Bryullov are 
remarkable for the blending of academic Classicism with 
Romanticism, the novelty of subject matter, dramatic effect of 
the plastic and chiaroscuro, complexity of composition and 
brilliant virtuosity of the brush. The first to enter the path of 
free and unconventional creation, he aroused deep interest in 
the audience and raised the social role of Artist. Alexander 
Ivanov’s works bearing the flavour of his self-giving to 
servicing the ideal, outdo the stereotypes of academic 
technique. Later the best traditions of Academism find their 

development in the colossal historic pictures by G. Semiradsky.  
 In sculpture the conventions of Classicism were shaken by Nikolai Pimenov, whose Boy 
playing at dibs was estimated by Alexander Pushkin as the birth of “folk sculpture” and by I. 
Martos, with their works conveying the present traits of reality and acquiring actual sounding.  
 
National theme  
 
 Social aspirations of the 1860s–1870s wake up the artists’ interest in folk life. The year 
1872 saw the foundation of Association of travelling exhibitions as a counter to the Academy of 
Fine Arts. The famous Wanderers (among them I. Kramskoi, G. Myasoedov, K. Savitsky, I. 
Pryanishnikov, V. Makovsky, I. Yaroshenko and V. Perov) resort to genre painting acquiring 
exposal character in their works.  

 The turning to national themes resulted in an 
unheard blossoming of historic and military painting. 
Genuine masterpieces of these genres were created by V. 
Surikov, I. Repin, N. Ge, V. Vasnetsov, V. Vereshchagin, 
F. Rubo.  
 Uncoined composition and historic truthfulness are 
combined with skillful use of plentiful artistic devices in 
interpretation of historic images and events. The historic 
theme has a powerful sounding in sculpture as well (P. 

Antokolsky).  
 These years saw the opening of the first national galleries; works by Russian artists start 

appear regularly at international exhibitions and foreign art 
shows. Attaining creative independence in the 19th century, 
Russian painting develops in the tideway of European fine arts. 
Genre painting gives way to landscape. Endeavours to render air 
and light and working plain air, which are characteristic of 
Impressionism, can be seen in paintings by F. Vasiliev, I. 
Levitan, V. Polenov, V. Serov, K. Korovin, V. Kuinji and A. 
Arkhipov. Symbolism, Neoclassicism and Modern have a 
considerable influence on A.Vrubel and artists from the World of 
Art (A. Benua, L. Bakst, E. Lansere) and the Blue Rose (S. 
Sudeikin, N. Krymov, V. Borisov-Musatov). 
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Avant-garde 
  
 The 1910s are remarkable for the birth of the Russian Avant-
garde striving to transfigure the very basics of art up to negation of art 
itself. A whole range of artists and art groups create new schools and 
trends which come to determine the development of the world art – 
these are Suprematism (K. Malevich), Improvisational Style and 
Abstractionism (V. Kandinsky), Rayonism (M. Larionov), etc. Among 
the other artists, more difficult to classify or to “compartmentalize”, 
were P. Filonov, and M. Chagall (the founder of Expressionism); they 
stood apart from the rest not so much because of the essential direction 
of their works as because of their methods and particular sources of 
inspiration. Embodied in the rise and fall of these artistic currents, “the 
idea of renewal of art as a socially active force” remained strong and 

served as a unifying factor for the artists of the Russian Avant-garde. Lots of Avant-gardists 
went on their work in Soviet Russia, yet many went abroad. The 1920s saw the expansion of 
Constructivism (V. Tatlin) that put forward the task of constructing material space for creation of 
logical and functional forms. At the same time the aesthetic and social principles of Avant-garde 
undergo transformation – now the artists reveal their interest in life and ambitions to rebuild it 
with artistic means.  
 Sculpture in these years is no more identified with the plastics, showing the tendency to 
render the sculptural character of mechanical forms. The contrast between plasticity and 
geometric forms blends, thus disclosing unheard opportunities for industrial design.  
 
Social Realism and Modern  
 
 In the 1930s Avant-garde artists suffer from the Soviet ideological pressure; they are 
more and more often accused of formalism and indulgence of the bourgeois tastes.  
 Surrender to the official artistic doctrine of Social Realism impairs art of many Russian 
painters. However, the works of I. Grabar, P. Korin, A. Deineka, M. Saryan, K. Yuon, M. 
Grekov, M. Gerasimov and M. Plastov represent felicitous combination of realistic traditions 

with achievements of Modern – mainly those of Impressionists 
and Cezanne.  
 The 1960s mark the revival of the Russian Avant-garde. 
International acknowledgement is gained by the art of O. 
Tselkov, V. Nemukhin, I. Shelkovsky, O. Rabin, A. Zverev, M. 
Shemyakin, L. Sokov, E. Neizvestnyi. Some of these artists 
followed or restored the principles of the already existing schools 
and trends, while others created new ones, such as Conceptualism 
(I. Kabakov) and SotsArt (V. Komar, A. Melamid).  
 “Allowed”, yet not para-governemental part of the Soviet 
art of the 1960s is represented by the artists of the so-called 
“austere style” (T. Salakhov, S. Popkov). In 1970–1980s the 
works of Soviet painters (R. Bichuns, P. Tordia, D. Zhilinsky, E. 
Shteinberg, M. Romadin, M. Leis, V. Kalinin, etc.) were 
generally recognised. Those painters proved that there existed not 

only “propaganda” in the USSR. 
 Crash of Communism in our country destroyed artificial cultural barriers between Russia 
and the rest of the world. Nowadays Russian art is a welcome visitor almost on every part of the 
world. This inspires optimism as cross-cultural communication is a real sign showing the state of 
the world’s art. 

 



 24 

Style Characteristics Representatives 
..... ..... ..... 
..... ..... ..... 
..... ..... ..... 

 
6. Mark the statements 1–14 true (T) or false (F). Correct the wrong information. 

1) The difference between two distinct periods of Russian fine arts concerns the essence of 
artistic perception of the world and a human being. (T/F) 

2) Icon is a means of conveying divinity in images and not in words. (T/F) 
3) Icon painting is an artistic style which is akin to portrait painting. (T/F) 
4) Icons are supposed to wake up prayerful meditation and calmness in a conversation with 

God. (T/F) 
5) Ancient Russian sculptures were mainly in the form of wooden cult statues. (T/F) 
6) Foreign painters and sculptors invited to Russia played an important role in the 

development of Russian fine arts. (T/F) 
7) In the period of Academism the greatest achievements were gained in historic painting. 

(T/F) 
8) The blossoming of the academic school refers to the first half of the 19th century. (T/F) 
9) The turning to national themes was caused by social aspirations of the Russian people. 

(T/F) 
10) Russian artists of the 19th century were interested in depicting historical and battle scenes, 

but not landscapes. (T/F) 
11) The Russian Avant-garde of the early 20th century strove to reform the very basics of art 

up to negation of art itself. (T/F) 
12) The idea of renewal of art became irrelevant for the Avant-gardists. (T/F) 
13) Sculpture of the 1920s reflected the tendency to render the sculptural character of 

mechanical forms. (T/F) 
14) The Renaissance of Russian Avant-garde is referred to 1960s, when Russian artists 

restored the principles of the already existing schools and trends and created new ones. 
(T/F) 

 
7. Look through the illustrations to the text. Do you know any of these works? What are 

they? 
 
8. Substitute the Russian phrases for their English equivalents from the box.  

 
 
 
1) In old Russia painting originated в тесной связи с icon worshipping. 
2) В определённой степени icon painting is considered to не имела ничего общего с other 

arts. 
3) Ancient Russian sculpture is known в форме decorative wood carving. 
4) All the major stages of Western art: Baroque, Classicism and Romanticism are supposed 

to have оказали влияние на the development of the pictorial art in Russia. 
5) In sculpture the conventions of Classicism уступили дорогу the so-called “folk 

sculpture”. 

in a way          in close connection with          in the form of           

aroused interest in           have nothing to do with          gave way to           

produced an impression on           had an influence on         stay apart from 
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6) Social aspirations of the second half of the 19th century пробудили интерес к folk life 
and произвели впечатление на the famous Wanderers. 

7) Russian artists P. Filonov and M. Chagall стоят особняком от the rest representatives 
of Avant-garde because of their particular sources of inspiration. 

 
9. Give English equivalents.  
 Сверхъестественное происхождение; высокие моральные идеалы; истинная вера; 
богатая внутренняя жизнь; символ духовного согласия и единения; свободное, чуждое 
условностям творчество; невиданный расцвет исторической и батальной живописи; 
искусственные культурные барьеры. 

 
10. Translate the sentences into Russian. 

1) В Древней Руси верили, что чудотворные иконы имеют сверхъестественное 
происхождение. 

2) Лишь художникам с высокими моральными идеалами и истинной верой было 
позволено писать иконы. 

3) Вершиной русской иконописи 15 века считается икона Андрея Рублёва «Святая 
Троица», которую он задумал как символ духовного согласия и единения русского 
народа. 

4) В годы правления Елизаветы I в нашем Отечестве появились свои одарённые 
художники со знанием дела и богатым внутренним миром, которые внесли 
неоценимый вклад в развитие академизма в России 18–19 веков. 

5) Карл Брюллов первым проявил себя в свободном от условностей творчестве и тем 
самым повысил общественную значимость художника. 

6) Небывалый расцвет исторической и батальной живописи в России приходится на 
вторую половину 19 века и характеризуется исторической достоверностью и 
мастерским использованием множества художественных приёмов. 

7) Русское искусство, являясь воплощением западноевропейских традиций и вместе с 
тем совершенно оригинальным феноменом, преодолевает любые искусственные 
культурные барьеры и по праву занимает своё место в мировом искусстве. 

 
11. From the historical point of view comment on the influence of the reforms of Peter the 

Great and his policy of Europeanization on the division of the history of Russian fine 
arts into two periods. 
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UNIT 13. MUSEOLOGY. TYPES OF MUSEUMS.  
MUSEUM COLLECTION  
 
PRE-READING 
 
1. Do you know the first word in the line?   

 
     1)                        2) museum       3) museology      4) museologist      5) museological 
 

2. What do you think of when you hear the word “museum”? Write down the first three 
thoughts that come to you? 

 
3. How would you define “museology”?  Unscramble the sentence to get the right answer. 
 

  
 

 
 
4. Cross the odd word out.  

 
                  museum collection                 curator                  cicerone                 artifact     
                  seminar              docent                 primary sources                  conservator 
  
 
5. Read the definition of the words to check your guesses. 
Museum collection – a group of museum objects that are relevant to museum’s mission, history 
and themes, and which the museum curators preserve and make available for access through 
research, exhibits, and other media for the public benefit.  
Artifact – an object of lasting value or interest suitable for or preserved in a museum. 
Primary sources – materials that provide direct evidence or firsthand testimony concerning the 
period or subject under investigation. 
Docent – a voluntary worker who acts as a guide in a museum, art gallery, etc. 
Curator – the administrative head of a museum, art gallery, or similar institution. 
Cicerone – a guide who conducts sightseers to places or objects of interest, such as a museum. 
Conservator – a person who conserves or keeps safe; custodian, guardian, or protector. 
Seminar – any group or meeting for holding discussions or exchanging information. 
 
 
READING 1             
 
1. Read the text and choose the most suitable heading for each paragraph. Pay attention 

to the words and phrases in italics. 
 
A. LINKS WITH OTHER SCIENCES 
B. MUSEOLOGICAL RESEARCH  
C. SUBJECT AND OBJECTIVES 

 
 Museology, or museum studies, is a new academic discipline and practising profession. 

The introduction of the term “museology” is not very well documented. It was used to denote an 
emerging academic field to embrace both the theory and practice of museum work. Museology 
deals with the study of history and background of museums, their role in society, specific 
systems for research and the classification of different kinds of museums. The special task of 

 
 

is / study of / Museology / to / museums and museum collections / organize and 
manage /  the / how   
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museology is to study precisely the specific relation of man to reality which has led to the 
creation of material documents on the development of nature and society. Museology aims at a 
further development and improvement of museum activities, not only on the basis of experience 
but first and foremost on theory. Museum education is a specialized area of museology studies. 
The Master of Arts and PhD degrees in Museology are graduate programs designed for 
individuals interested in pursuing a career in the museum industry.  

  Theory and methodology are the foundations of all aspects of museology. It makes use 
of diverse research methods and systematic first-hand observation. It applies sociological 
methods to the acquisition of museum objects and the study of visitors.  Various methods used in 
the social and natural sciences including cross-reference documentation, comparative analysis, 
and chemical analysis in conservation and restoration are also widely employed. 

 Museology is associated both with the social and the natural sciences. Some years ago, 
museology was connected only with archaeology, art and painting, but in the second half of the 
20th century it began to represent many other aspects such as anthropology, arms and armour, 
numismatics, epigraphy, jewellery, etc. It is particularly associated with those scholarly 
disciplines that define the specialties of respective museums (history, ethnology, literary studies, 
zoology, geology, natural science). At the same time, various disciplines are not mechanically 
linked with museology but are integrated by it as an autonomous branch of knowledge. 

 
2. Find in the text English equivalents for the following words and phrases.  
      Эпиграфика; отличительная черта, особенность, специальность; нумизматика; точно, 
строго, именно; соответствующий; сохранение, сбережение; восстановление,  
реставрация; первоисточник, непосредственное наблюдение (информация из первых рук); 
развивающийся, начинающий существование; магистерские программы; оружие и 
доспехи; сравнительный анализ; приобретение  музейных экспонатов; включать, 
заключать в себе, содержать; делать карьеру;  специализированный, приcпособленный к 
определённым условиям;  перекрестная  ссылка. 
 
3. Fill in the blanks with the words and phrases from 1.  

1) Our different .......... in museum studies provide a solid foundation for a progressive and 
varied career within a dynamic company with a strong global brand image. 

2) ..........  methodology includes frequent use of new technologies such as multimedia and 
the Internet.  

3) The archives held files relating to the .......... , the organisation of  exhibitions, and the 
policies and development of the Museum.  

4) If you’re writing a manual or reference document, you may want to include a .......... 
to refer the reader from one part of your document to another. 

5) The approach of learning through ..........  deals with the analytic thought process.  
6) The growing popularity of primary sources requires teachers to examine and understand 

..........  the effectiveness of using primary sources in teaching history.  
7) Students are also provided with the opportunity to develop ......... 

knowledge and skills necessary for professional certification. 
8) .......... of museum objects is a shared responsibility between the curator and 

the conservator. 
9) .......... is the study or collection of currency, including coins, tokens, paper money, and 

related objects.  
10) Unfortunately, due to lack of funding, there is a huge problem with the .......... 

 of museum exhibits, which can lead to complete loss of the masterpieces of art.  
11) The museum exhibits one of the finest collections of instruments and objects d’art, 

restored to their ..........  musical, historical and geographic contexts. 
12) ..........  is a primary tool of archaeology when dealing with literate cultures.  
13) The article also talks about the pros and cons of ..........  in the museum industry. 
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14) Knowledge about arms and armour of the Viking Age is based on archaeological finds, 
pictorial representation, and on the Norse sagas and Norse laws recorded in the 13th 
century. 

15) It’s a subject that .......... many areas of learning. 
16)  There are also a few valuable notes on historic era material culture located in various 

sources which provide some additional .......... . 
 

4. Mark the following statements with true (T), false (F) or not stated (NS). Then compare 
your answers with your partner. 

1) Museology is a new academic discipline and practising profession. (T/F/NS) 
2) Museology deals with the origin of museums and their social functions, questions of 

theory, and methods of museum management. (T/F/NS) 
3) Museology is a science of running a museum. It offers practical tools for working with 

cultural and natural heritage. (T/F/NS) 
4) Museology, an allied subject of Archeology, hasn’t borrowed much from other 

disciplines. (T/F/NS) 
5) The term museology seems to have come into being in the second half of the 19th   

century. (T/F/NS) 
6) Colleges and universities around the world offer graduate programs in Museology. 

(T/F/NS) 
7) Museology teaches museum organisation and management including collection, 

documentation and research, exhibition of contents, conservation and preservation. 
(T/F/NS) 

8) The discipline of museology is sometimes called museum studies by colleges and 
universities. (T/F/NS) 

 
5. Fill in the gaps with the words from the box. One is extra. Then respond to the 

statements by expressing your agreement or disagreement. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
1) The structure of museology comprises the theory and history of the museum, museum 

source studies and ………. . 
2) Museology focuses on the organisation, administration and day-to-day details of………. . 
3) The organisation of expositions and exhibitions are characteristic forms of………. . 
4) The scientific study of ………. is important for the documentation and preparation of 

sources for scientific and educational use. 
5) Because the framework of museums lies in material objects as ………., museology is 

inseparably linked with the study of nature and society. 
6) The museological study of primary sources as well as scientific, cultural and educational 

use of the ………. is the main interest of museology. 
7) A vocational qualification in ………. is necessary if you want to run a museum. 

 
6. Read the text and choose the title that fits best or suggest your own. Then say what new 

information you have learnt.  
 
 
 

primary sources             museum management                museum objects 

museum collections             museum activities              social functions 

museology               museological research 



 29 

• Birth of a new academic study 
• History  
• Development 
 

Museum movement brought about many activities. During the 1960s attempts were made 
to define museology as a science and to have it accepted as academic discipline to be taught at 
universities. Universities and colleges took on responsibilities for museum training and research. 
Handbooks were published and training courses relating to the theory and practice of running a 
museum were established. New concepts were introduced in connection with a strong 
educational orientation. Museology, thus, gradually became recognised as a field of interest with 
its own identity, a field that encompasses the ideas and issues involved in the museum profession 
− from the practical, day-to-day skills needed to operate a museum to theories on the social role 
of museums. In a museum studies program students learn the basics of working in a museum to 
prepare them for employment in the field. With a Master’s or PhD degree in Museology 
graduates can pursue any number of career opportunities related to the museum industry.  Some 
of the titles these professionals may take include: Archivist, Curator, Conservator, Director or 
Tour Guide. 

 
7. Can you give the characteristics of museology as a science? Have a talk with your 

partner using the headings to Reading 1 as the key points of your discussion. 
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READING 2 
 

From Mouseion to Museum 
 
8. What do you think is implied by the title of this text? Read the text and see if what you 

think is correct. Then do the tasks that follow. 
 
The word museum comes from the Latin museum, which is in turn derived from the 

Greek mouseion.  In its Greek form it meant seat of the “Muses” and designated a philosophical 
institution or a place of contemplation.  Thus, the great Museum at Alexandria founded by 
Ptolemy I Soter early in the 3rd century BC, with its college of scholars and its library, was more 
a prototype university than an institution to preserve and interpret material aspects of the 
heritage. In addition to the library, the Museum included rooms for the study of astronomy, 
anatomy, and even a zoo of exotic animals. The classical thinkers who studied, wrote, and 
experimented at the museum include the fathers of mathematics, engineering, physiology, 
geography, and medicine.  

  Early museums began as the private collections of wealthy individuals, families or 
institutions of art and rare or curious natural objects and artifacts. These were often displayed in 
so-called wonder rooms or cabinets of curiosities. Public access was often possible for the 
“respectable”, especially to private art collections, but at the whim of the owner and his staff. 

  The first public museums in the world opened in Europe during the 18th century’s Age of 
Enlightenment: 

• the Ashmolean Museum of Art and Archaeology in Oxford, the world’s oldest 
university museum and the oldest museum in the United Kingdom. It opened in 1683 
and the present building dates from 1845.  

• the Museo Sacro, the first museum in the Vatican Museums complex. It was opened 
in Rome in 1756.  

• the British Museum in London. It was founded in 1753 and opened to the public in 
1759. Sir Hans Sloan’s personal collection of curios provided the initial foundation 
for the British Museum’s collection.  

• the Uffizi Gallery in Florence. It had been open to visitors on request since the 16th 
century, but it was officially opened to the public 1765.  

  These “public” museums, however, were often accessible only by the middle and upper 
classes. It could be difficult to gain entrance. In London for example, prospective visitors to the 
British Museum had to apply in writing for admission. Even by 1800 it was possible to have to 
wait two weeks for an admission ticket. In Victorian times in England it became popular for 
museums to be open on a Sunday afternoon to enable the opportunity for “self improvement” of 
the other working classes. 

The first truly public museum was the Louvre Museum in Paris, opened in 1793 during 
the French Revolution, which enabled for the first time in history free access to the former 
French royal collections for people of all stations and status. The fabulous art treasures collected 
by the French monarchy over centuries were accessible to the public three days each “decade” 
(the 10-day unit which had replaced the week in the French Republican Calendar). 

The sociological and educational role of museums has evolved over the years, making 
museums more varied and imaginative. Museums rank as one of the most popular city attractions 
to visitors and non-tourists alike. There are on average over fifty thousand museums currently 
open to the public in the world. Different audiences prefer different types of museums. There are 
museums to serve practically any interest you can think of, ranging from Madam Tussaud 
Museum in London to the Museum of Costume and Assembly Rooms in Bath, from the Museum 
of Questionable Medical Devices in St. Paul (USA) to Berlin’s Erotik-Museum. The goal of 
every museum exhibit, large and small, is to educate an audience while providing an enjoyable 
excursion. 
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9. Match the museums with the information best associated with them. 
 

The Louvre Museum 
The British Museum 
The Museo Sacro 
The Ashmolean Museum 
The Museum at Alexandria 
 

1) Its foundations lie in the will of the physician and naturalist 
Sir Hans Sloane. 

2) It was the first truly public museum opened in 1793. 
3) It is the world’s oldest university museum and the oldest 

museum in the United Kingdom.  
4) It functioned as a sort of research institute and such notable 

thinkers as Euclid and Archimedes studied and 
experimented there. 

5) It is the first museum in the Vatican Museums complex. 
 

 
10. Answer the following questions. 

1) What is the origin of the word museum? 
2) Why is the great Museum at Alexandria thought to be more a prototype university rather 

than a museum as we know it? 
3) Were early museums accessible to the public? Give your reasons. 
4) Did the 18th century’s Age of Enlightenment bring about any changes in terms of 

museums? 
5) Was it an easy thing to gain entrance to the museum in those times? Why? 
6) What was typical of the museums in England in Victorian times?  
7) Why do you think the Louvre Museum became the first truly public museum?  
8) Can you explain what exactly a museum is? 
9) What purpose do museums serve in your opinion? 
10) Are there any pieces of information in the text that you found interesting and new? Use 

the prompt below. 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

         I used to think that … 
      But now I know that… 
    I also thought that… 
 But it turned out that… 
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READING 3 
 
11. Almost all museums are a mixture of some combination. However, for convenience we 

divide them into a few categories including science, art, history, industry, architecture, 
archaeology, anthropology and botany. Read the text about different types of museums 
and choose the most suitable heading A−F for paragraphs 1−6. 
 

 1.  These museums feature fine arts collections including paintings, sculptures, furniture 
and other decorative arts. The most important old master prints are kept in the printing room and 
often copies are on show, so that the originals are protected. There may be collections of applied 
art including ceramics, metalwork, furniture, artist’s books and other types of object. The first 
publicly owned museum in Europe was the Uffizi Gallery in Florence. 
 2.  These are the museums that re-erect old buildings and re-create landscapes of the past 
at large outdoor sites.  Most of them are located in regions where wooden architecture prevails, 
as wooden structures may be translocated without substantial loss of authenticity. The first one 
was King Oscar II’s collection near Oslo in Norway opened in 1881. A more recent but related 
idea is realised in ecomuseums which originated in France. Ecomuseums are forms of innovative 
museums focused on the identity of a place to preserve and communicate the identity of the local 
communities. Ecomuseums are places where the population takes care of its heritage giving 
value to the landscape and to the material and immaterial cultural assets preserved there. 
 3.  The focus of exploration lies on nature and culture. Evolution, environmental issues 
and biodiversity are their major areas. They explore topics such as dinosaurs, animals, fossils and 
native peoples. They may have the staff that conduct academic research and maintain collections 
of minerals, insects, mammals, birds, shells. Some incorporate planetarium and a few have 
observatories. They hold exhibitions that show off the artifacts which include anthropology, 
environmental issues such as climate change, ancient history and evolution. 
 4.  Museums of this type contain a wide range of objects including precious documents 
and other great works of historical importance, artifacts of all kinds and archaeological objects. 
The two common types are a historic house and a living museum. A historic house may be a 
building of special architectural interest, the birthplace or home of a famous person, or a house 
with an interesting history. A living museum is where people recreate a time period to the fullest 
extent including buildings, clothes and language. Historic sites can also become museums, 
particularly those which have suffered crimes within their walls or areas. 
 5. These museums revolve around scientific marvels and their history. To explain 
complicated inventions a combination of demonstrations, interactive programs and thought-
provoking media are used. Some museums may have exhibits on topics such as computers, 
aviation, railway museums, physics, astronomy, and the animal kingdom. Science museums may 
consist of a planetarium or large theatre usually built around a dome. They may have IMAX 
feature films which may provide 3-D viewing or higher quality picture. 
 6. Although these are not often thought of as museums, they are considered “living 
museums”. They exist for the same purpose as other museums: to educate, study, and preserve a 
collection. A collection contains live animals from around the world. Many of them participate 
in conservation programs to preserve endangered species. 
 

A. HISTORY MUSEUMS 
B. ART MUSEUMS 
C. ZOOLOGICAL GARDEN MUSEUMS 
D. SCIENCE MUSEUMS AND TECHNOLOGY CENTERS 
E. OPEN AIR MUSEUMS 
F. NATURAL HISTORY MUSEUMS 
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12. What type of museums would you relate the following phrases to? Find information in 
the text to check your guesses.            

     
            
 
 
 
 
 
 
13. Put questions to the following answers. 

1) Fifty thousand museums.  
2) Evolution, environmental issues and biodiversity. 
3) Collections of minerals, insects, mammals, birds, shells. 
4) Precious documents and other great works of historical importance. 
5) A historic house and a living museum. 
6) Fine arts collections and collections of applied art. 
7) The Uffizi Gallery in Florence. 
8) To educate, study, and preserve endangered species. 
9) Scientific marvels and their history.  
10) Interactive programs and thought-provoking media. 
11) To re-erect old buildings and re-create landscapes of the past. 
12) Ecomuseums. 

 
14. Below are some of the world famous museums representing each type. Give some more 

examples. Find information about one of the museums and tell the class about it. 
 
History museums The Smithsonian’s Museum of American History; the German 

Historical Museum in Berlin; ……….. 
Art museums The Uffizi Gallery Museum; the Hermitage Museum; the Boston 

Museum of Fine Arts; ……….. 
Zoological garden 
museums 

The San Diego Zoo; the Taronga Zoo in Sydney, Australia; the 
Frankfurt Zoo; ………. 

Science museums 
and technology 
centers 

The Chicago Museum of Science and Industry; the Shanghai Science 
and Technology Museum; the Great Lakes Science Center; ………. 

Open air museums The Beamish North England Open Air Museum; the Skansen Open-
Air Museum (Sweden); ………. 

Natural  history 
museums 

The Natural History Museum in London; the Oxford University 
Museum of Natural History in Oxford; the National Museum of 
Natural History in Washington, D.C.; ………. 

 
 
15. Complete the sentences with the words and phrases from the box to get an idea about 

other groupings of museums.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

a particular culture      celebrate the life       equipment used 

to real museums       are devoted       travel on seas       house memorials to 

on the history          use travel          learning programs 

old master prints complicated inventions 
 

nature and culture 

historic buildings large outdoor sites endangered species 
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1) Music museums may ………. and work of composers or musicians. 
2) Halls of Fame ………. famous or illustrious individuals. 
3) Museums of Glass ………. to the art and history of glass. 
4) Mobile museums have no “home site”, and ………. as their exclusive means of 

presentation. 
5) Aviation museums focus ………. of aircraft, aviation and flight. 
6) Maritime museums specialize in the display of objects relating to ships and ………. and 

lakes. 
7) Net Museums are usually web sites belonging ………. and containing photo galleries of 

items found in those real museums. 
8) Army museums display the weapons and ………. by the armies. 
9) Children’s museums focus on providing experiences and………. for children and 

families. 
10) Toy museums typically showcase toys from ………. or period. 

 
16. Translate into English.  

Эрмитаж 
 

Эрмитаж – это всемирно известный 
музей искусства и культуры, 
находящийся в Санкт-Петербурге. 
Это один из крупнейших и старейших 
музеев, основанный в 1765 
Екатериной Великой и открытый для 
публики с 1852. Слово «эрмитаж» 
означает «место уединения» (a place 
of solitude). Коллекция Эрмитажа 
включает более трех миллионов 
произведений искусства и артефактов 
мировой культуры, начиная с 
каменного века и до нашего столетия. 

Среди них картины, графические работы, скульптуры и произведения прикладного 
искусства, археологические находки и нумизматический материал. Он также имеет самую 
большую коллекцию картин в мире. 

 Современный Государственный Эрмитаж представляет собой сложный музейный 
комплекс. Основная экспозиционная часть музея занимает пять зданий, главным из 
которых повелось считать Зимний дворец.  

Один из самых впечатляющих залов – Георгиевский зал (St. George Hall) – украшен 
белейшим мрамором и позолоченной бронзой (whitest marble and gilded bronze). Это 
идеальный образец классического стиля (the Classical Style). Зал занимает около 800 кв. м, 
но не выглядит огромным из-за совершенных пропорций.  
 Другие известные залы – зал Леонардо да Винчи (the Leonardo da Vinci Hall), 
декорированный в стиле французского барокко 17 века (the style of 17th-century French 
Baroque) и Малахитовая комната (the Malachite Room), которая отражает стиль 19 века. 
Для ее декорирования было использовано около 2 тонн малахита.  

Одна из самых ценных коллекций музея – коллекция Рембрандта, состоящая из 24 
полотен. Главный архитектурный ансамбль Эрмитажа состоит из Зимнего Дворца, 
бывшей резиденции русских императоров, зданий старого и нового Эрмитажа, театра 
Эрмитажа и служебного здания (the Hermitage Theatre and the Reserve House).  
 
 
 



 35 

READING 4 
 
17. Though every museum is a place that makes it easy for you to have a fun time and learn 

something at the same time, it does not mean every museum has the same popularity. It 
is the museum collection that determines its popularity. Fill in the gaps 1–6 with an 
appropriate part of the sentence A–G. One part is extra. Pay attention to the words and 
phrases in italics. 

 
 Museum collections are important museum resources in their own right (1) ………. about 

processes, events and interactions among people and the environment. Natural and cultural 
objects (2) ………. serving as scientific and historical documentation of the museum’s resources 
and purpose. All museum records (3)………. are managed as museum property. These and other 
museum records are preserved as part of the archival and manuscript collection (4)………. for 
the understanding of the museum’s mission.  A museum normally houses a core collection of 
important selected objects in its field. Objects are registered in the museum’s collection with an 
artifact accession number and details are recorded about their provenance. The persons in charge 
of the collection and of the exhibits are known as curators. Activities that preserve museum 
objects for the future are known collectively as conservation. 

Museums collections are available for public viewing through exhibits that may be 
permanent or temporary. Permanent exhibits are primarily based on a museum’s collection  
(5) ………. deal with other topics related to a museum’s educational mission and goals. Museum 
objects used in exhibits, furnished historic structures and other programs help visitors gain better 
understanding of cultural and natural heritage of the region. 

 The two major categories of museum collections are Natural History and Cultural 
Collections. Natural History Collections (6) ………. for a region. They may include specimens 
from the disciplines of biology, geology and paleontology. Cultural Collections may include 
objects from the disciplines of archeology, ethnography and history (including archives and 
manuscripts). 

 
A. because they document and provide an information base 
B. whereas temporary or changing exhibitions 
C. and their associated records provide basic data 
D. are the cornerstone of biodiversity  
E. that are directly associated with museum objects 
F. are of high value for 
G. as well as being valuable for the information they provide 

 
18. Complete the following sentences with the italicized words and phrases from 17.  

1) The museum may have no obligation to display its collection; being a museum 
собственность it may only be available to researches, for example.  

2) All objects and образцы change over time because of physical or chemical damage. 
3) Инвентарный номер is the number given to record a new addition to a collection. 
4) Is it necessary for museum visitors to know about the происхождение of the museum 

objects displayed in the exhibits? 
5) The care and maintenance of cultural and natural collections have become краеугольный 

камень of the museum activity. 
6) Cохранение of artifacts is vital to the functioning of the museum. 

 
19. Discuss the following questions in groups. 

1) What is a museum collection? 
2) What categories of museum collections can you name? 
3) What do we call a museum worker in charge of a museum collection? 
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4) What does “conservation” imply?  
5) Why should a museum acquire and preserve museum collections? 

 
20. Find seven words in the box below.  
 
 
 
 What do you think they refer to?  Express your supposition. 
 
 
They 

 
might 
may 
 

be related to  
have to do with 
be associated with 
refer to 

the process of ………. . 
the stages of ………. .  
the activities of ………. .  
………. . 

 
 
21. Supply each blank space with an appropriate opening phrase from the list A−F. Then 

respond to the statements by expressing your agreement or disagreement. 
 

1) ………. a huge library of information about cultures, and their histories, physical 
aspects of Earth, what organisms have lived and are living on Earth. 

2) ………. a five billion year history of changes in Earth’s geology, climate and life 
forms. 

3) ………. us to map the locations and health of the planet’s biodiversity and natural 
resources. 

4)    ………. key information that we use to protect our natural resources. 
5) ………. materials for new drug therapies and insight into diseases. 
6)   ………. people of all ages and interests through museum exhibitions, natural history 

guides and educational programs. 
  

A. Museum collections reveal 
B. Museum collections possess  
C. Museum collections inspire 
D. Museum collections help 
E. Museum collections provide  
F. Museum collections together form 

 
 
22. All objects and specimens change over time because of physical or chemical damage. 

Think and say what preventive care measures museums should establish to protect 
collections over time.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

collectingrestorationidentificationpreservationacquisitionclassificationconservati

oonn  

adequate security 

protection against fire 
(theft, vandalism, accident) 
 

optimum conditions 
(temperature, relative humidity) 

proper handling 
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23. Speak on the importance of museum collections. Make a list of arguments and compare 
it with your partner. Put your arguments in the order of importance as you see it. You 
may begin in this way: “Museum collections are the benchmark (criteria) in 
understanding the past, present and future”.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
     
 
 
 
 
24. Do the quiz to see how well you know world famous museums.  
 

Great Museums Quizz 
 
Question 1 
In which museum would you find the original Mona Lisa? 
○ The Prado    
○ The Solomon R. Guggenheim Museum  
○ The Louvre  
 
Question 2 
In what Italian city can you visit the Uffizi Gallery and the Pitti Palace? 
○ Venice    
○ Rome    
○ Florence 
 
Question 3 
Which museum holds the Guinness World Record as having the world’s largest collection of 
paintings? 
○ The State Hermitage Museum    
○ The Tate     
○ The Vatican Museum 
 
Question 4 
This museum features a 94-foot-long model of a blue whale and the Hayden Planetarium. 
○ The American Museum of Natural History, New York City    
○ The Museum of Science, Boston 
○ The Natural History Museum, London  
 
Question 5 
This museum was built in what used to be the Bankside Power Station in London. 
○ The Imperial War Museum    
○ The Tate Modern    
○ The Tate Britain  
 
 
 

Museum 
collections 

4.  

5. 

2. 

1. 

3.  
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Question 6 
This museum, opened in Spain’s Basque Country in 1997, was designed by architect Frank 
Gehry and features mostly avant-garde art. 
○ Salvador Dali Museum     
○ Guggenheim Bilbao     
○ Valencian Institute of Modern Art 
 
Question 7 
Which museum includes the Sistine Chapel? 
○ Villa Borghese     
○ The Uffizi     
○ The Vatican Museum 
 
Question 8 
This museum is the home of King Tutankhamen’s tomb. 
○ The British Museum     
○ The Egyptian Museum, Cairo     
○ The Egyptian Museum, Berlin 
 
Question 9 
In December 2002, this Amsterdam museum had two valuable paintings, View of the Sea at 
Scheveningen and Congregation Leaving the Reformed Church in Nuenen, stolen. 
○ The Van Gogh Museum    
○ The Metropolitan Museum of Art     
○ Rembrandt House Museum 
 
Question 10 
In this museum, you can see the Rosetta Stone and ruins from the Temple of Artemis at Ephesus 
and the Mausoleum of Halicarnassus − both included among the Seven Wonders of the Ancient 
World. 
○ National Archaeological Museum of Athens     
○ Istanbul Archaeology Museum    
○ The British Museum 

(See the answers on P. 41) 
 
 
25. You are doing practical training at the Local History and Nature Museum. The 

museum is just bringing the exhibition How we used to live up-to-date by adding some 
new sections and renewing items on display. You have to make a presentation of one of 
the collection sections.  

 
   Penza has a very rich and varied history. It has 
developed over the centuries from a small walled 
town to a bustling city, and has seen many major 
historical events that have shaped its history and the 
lives of the people who lived here. The stories here 
explore the way we used to live – what clothes we 
wore, where we used to work and how our lives were 
affected by wider conflicts and events. The exposition 
also looks at the lives of famous local born people, 

their achievements and how they contributed to the City’s interesting past. 
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PENZA 
PEOPLE 

This section 
contains stories 
about famous 

people who have 
lived in Penza. 

 

HOME AND 
LEISURE LIFE 

This section contains 
stories about what 

people used to do in 
their leisure time and 

also about their homes. 
 

WORKING 
LIFE 

This section 
contains stories 
about the work 
that people used 

to do. 

EVENTS 
This section contains stories about 

events that changed Penza. 

COSTUME AND FASHION 
This section contains stories about 

clothes and fashion that people used 
to wear. 
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ANSWER KEY  
Great Museums Quizz 

 
1. The Louvre. Called La Gioconda in Italian and La Joconde in French, the Mona Lisa has 
been owned by the French government since around 1516, when King Francois I bought it for 
4,000 écus. 
2. Florence. Both the Uffizi and the Pitti Palace are located in Florence, which is considered the 
birthplace of the Italian Renaissance. 
3. The State Hermitage Museum. Russia’s State Hermitage Museum, located in St. Petersburg 
in what used to be the Tsar’s Winter Palace, boasts the world’s largest collection of paintings. 
4. The American Museum of Natural History, New York City. The Museum of Science in 
Boston also has a planetarium named after Charles Hayden, but the American Museum of 
Natural History on New York City’s upper west side has both a larger planetarium and a life-
sized blue whale. 
5. The Tate Modern. The Bankside Power Station in London stopped operating in 1981. After 
an extensive renovation it reopened in 2000 as the Tate Modern, England’s national museum for 
modern art. 
6. Guggenheim Bilbao. Hailed by critics as one of the great buildings of recent times, Frank 
Gehry’s Guggenheim Bilbao in Spain’s Basque Country was featured in the 1999 James Bond 
film The World Is Not Enough. 
7. The Vatican Museum. The Sistine Chapel, most famous for the Michelangelo fresco on its 
ceiling, is part of the Vatican Museum complex. As well as being part of the museum, the Sistine 
Chapel is also the site of the Papal conclave – the ceremony by which a new Pope is selected. 
8. The Egyptian Museum, Cairo. When it’s not off on one of its many globe-trotting tours, 
King Tutankhamen’s tomb is housed in the Egyptian Museum in Cairo. The Egyptian 
government has announced plans to build a Grand Egyptian Museum in Giza, near the Great 
Pyramids. When that museum is completed, King Tut’s tomb will be moved there. 
9. The Van Gogh Museum. View of the Sea at Scheveningen and Congregation Leaving the 
Reformed Church in Nuenen are both paintings by Vincent Van Gogh that were stolen from the 
Van Gogh museum. In 2003, two men were arrested for the theft, but the paintings were not 
recovered. 
10. The British Museum. In the days when the sun never set on the British Empire, the nation’s 
power and reach allowed it to collect innumerable artifacts from cultures around the world. The 
best are on display at the British Museum in London. 
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UNIT 14. TOURIST ATTRACTIONS  
 

PRE-READING 
 
1. Where do you think the photographs were taken?   
2. Have you ever had a holiday in one of these places? 
 

 

 

1 2 

3 4 
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READING 1 
 
1. Read through the information about the eight destinations.  For photographs 1–8 

choose the answer A–H. Pay attention to the words and phrases in italics. 
 
 A. The Tower of Pisa in Pisa, Italy (built: 1173–1350) is one of the world’s most 
famous leaning buildings.  The tower began to sink after construction had progressed to the 
second floor in 1178. This was due to a mere three-metre foundation, set in weak, unstable 
subsoil, a design that was flawed from the beginning. Construction was subsequently halted for 
almost a century. A series of wars also interrupted the construction for many years.  In an effort 

5 6 

7 8 
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to compensate for the tilt , the engineers built upper floors with one side taller than the other. The 
extra weight caused the upper part of the Tower to lean in the opposite direction. Today, the 
Tower of Pisa leans at a 3.97 degree angle. Because of this, the tower is actually curved. After a 
phase (1990–2001) of structural strengthening, the tower is currently undergoing gradual surface 
restoration, in order to repair visual damage, mostly corrosion and blackening.  
 
 B. The Eiffel Tower in Paris, France is an iron lattice tower located on the Champ de 
Mars, named after the engineer Gustave Eiffel, whose company designed and built the tower. 
Erected in 1889 as the entrance arch to the 1889 World’s Fair, it has become both a global 
cultural icon of France and one of the most recognisable structures in the world. The tower is the 
tallest structure in Paris and the most-visited paid monument in the world; 7.1 million people 
ascended it in 2011. The tower stands 320 m tall, about the same height as an 81-storey building.  
 The tower has three levels for visitors. Tickets can be purchased to ascend, by stairs or 
lift (elevator), to the first and second levels. The walk from the ground level to the first level is 
over 300 steps, as is the walk from the first to the second level. The third and highest level is 
accessible only by lift − stairs exist, but they are not usually open for public use. Both the first 
and second levels feature restaurants. 
 At first the projected tower had been a subject of some controversy, attracting criticism 
both from those who did not believe that it was feasible and also from those who objected on 
artistic grounds. Their objections were an expression of a longstanding debate about relationship 
between architecture and engineering.  A lot of protestors had to change their minds when the 
tower was built. Since then, the tower has become the most prominent symbol of both Paris and 
France. 
 
 C. The Statue of Liberty in New York, USA officially named Liberty Enlightening the 
World, is a monument symbolising the United States. The statue is placed near the entrance to 
New York City harbor. The statue commemorates the signing of the United States Declaration of 
Independence. It was given to the United States by the people of France, to represent the 
friendship between the two countries established during the American Revolution. It represents a 
woman wearing a stola, a crown and sandals, trampling a broken chain, and with a torch in her 
raised right hand and a tabula ansata, where the date of the Declaration of Independence is 
written, in her left hand. The statue is on Liberty Island in New York Harbor, and it welcomes 
visitors, immigrants, and returning Americans travelling by ship. The statue is made of a 
covering of pure copper put on a framework of steel. It is on a rectangular stonework pedestal 
with a foundation in the shape of an irregular eleven-pointed star. The statue is 46 m tall, but 
with the pedestal and foundation, it is 93 m tall. The Statue of Liberty is one of the most 
recognisable symbols in the world. The statue is the central part of the Statue of Liberty National 
Monument  administered by the National Park Service.  
 
 D. The Washington Monument in Washington, D.C., USA is the most prominent 
structure of the capital.  The Washington Monument is an obelisk on the National Mall in 
Washington, D.C., built to commemorate the first American president, General G. Washington. 
The monument, made of marble, granite and bluestone gneiss, is both the world’s tallest stone 
structure and the world’s tallest obelisk (169.294 m). 
 Construction of the monument began in 1848, but was halted from 1854 to 1877, and 
finally completed in 1884. The hiatus in construction happened because of co-option by the 
Know Nothing party, a lack of funds, and the intervention of the American Civil War. A  
difference in shading of the marble shows where construction was halted. Its original design was 
by Robert Mills, an architect of the 1840s, but his design was modified significantly when 
construction resumed. The cornerstone was laid on July 4th, 1848; the capstone was set on 
December 6th, 1884, and the completed monument was dedicated on February 21st, 1885. It 
officially opened on October 9th, 1888. The monument was damaged during the Virginia 
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earthquake of August 23rd, 2011 and Hurricane Irene in the same year; it remains closed to the 
public while the structure is assessed and repaired. The National Park Service estimates the 
monument will be closed until 2014.  
 
 E.  Big Ben in London, Great Britain is the nickname for the great bell of the clock at 
the north end of the Palace of Westminster in London, and often extended to refer to the clock 
and the clock tower. The tower is now officially called the Elizabeth Tower, after being renamed 
to celebrate the Diamond Jubilee of Queen Elizabeth II. The Elizabeth Tower holds the largest 
four-faced chiming clock in the world and is the third-tallest free-standing clock tower. The 
tower was completed in 1858 and had its 150th anniversary on 31st May 2009, during which 
celebratory events took place. The Elizabeth Tower has become one of the most prominent 
symbols of both London and England. The name Big Ben actually refers to the clock’s hour bell, 
the largest of the clock’s five bells. The other four are used as quarter bells. The hour bell was 
probably named after Benjamin Hall, the First Commissioner of Works. Some sources however 
claim the bell was named after Benjamin Caunt, a British heavyweight boxing champion. 
Unfortunately, the clock tower is not publicly accessible. 
 
 F. Cologne Cathedral in Cologne, Germany is a Roman Catholic church. It is the seat 
of the Archbishop of Cologne and the administration of the Archdiocese of Cologne. It is a 
renowned monument of German Catholicism and Gothic architecture and is a World Heritage 
Site. It is Germany’s most visited landmark, attracting an average of 20,000 people a day. 
Construction of Cologne Cathedral commenced in 1248 and was halted in 1473, leaving it 
unfinished. Work restarted in the 19th century and was completed, to the original plan, in 1880. It 
is 144.5 m long, 86.5 m wide and its towers are approximately 157 m tall. The cathedral is the 
largest Gothic church in Northern Europe and has the second-tallest spires and largest facade of 
any church in the world. During World War II the cathedral suffered tremendous damage during 
air-raids: no fewer than fourteen heavy bombs reduced it to a pitiful state. Restoration and 
reconstruction work rendered the chevet usable in time for the centenary celebrations in 1948, 
but the remainder of the building was not restored fully until1956. 
 
 G. Christ the Redeemer is a statue of Jesus Christ in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil is the 
largest Art Deco statue in the world and the 5th largest statue of Jesus in the world. It is located at 
the peak of the 700-metre Corcovado mountain in the Tijuca Forest National Park overlooking 
the city. A symbol of Brazilian Christianity, the statue has become an icon for Rio de Janeiro and 
Brazil. It is made of reinforced concrete and soapstone, and was constructed between 1926 and 
1931. The idea of erecting a large statue atop Corcovado was first suggested in the mid-1850s by 
Catholic priest Pedro Maria Boss. Later Brazilian Catholics attracted donations and collected 
signatures to support the building of the statue.  
 Maintenance work needs to be conducted periodically due to the strong winds and 
erosion to which the statue is exposed. Some repairs were conducted from 2003 to 2010. In 
2003, a set of escalators, walkways, and elevators were installed to facilitate access to the 
platform surrounding the statue. The four-month restoration in 2010 focused on the statue itself. 
The statue’s internal structure was renovated and its soapstone mosaic covering was restored. 
The lightning rods located in the statue’s head and arms were also repaired, and new lighting 
fixtures were installed at the foot of the statue. 
 
 H. The Great Buddha of Kamakura in Kamakura, Japan is a monumental outdoor 
bronze statue of Amitābha Buddha located at the Kōtoku-in Temple. The bronze statue probably 
dates from 1252 according to temple records. It was preceded by a giant wooden Buddha, which 
was completed in 1243 after ten years of continuous labour, the funds having been raised by 
Lady Inada (Inada-no-Tsubone) and the Buddhist priest Jōkō of Tōtōmi. That wooden statue was 
damaged by a storm in 1248, and the hall containing it was destroyed, so Jōkō suggested making 
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another statue of bronze, and the huge amount of money necessary for this and for a new hall 
was raised for the project. At one time, the statue was gilded. The hall was destroyed by a storm 
in 1334 and 1369 but it was rebuilt.  The last building housing the statue was washed away in the 
tsunami of September 20th, 1498. Since then, the Great Buddha has stood in the open air. The 
statue is hollow, and visitors can view the interior. 
 
2. Translate the following sentences paying attention to the italicized words and phrases. 

Make up 10 sentences of your own using some of them. 
1) The Leaning Tower of Suurhusen in Germany was, after some debate declared the most 

tilted tower in the world. 
2) The waterfront is lined by a string of high rise apartments that are unmistakably tilted to 

one side. 
3) The strike halted all international train traffic through Hungary. 
4) The rocks stick out of the water at an angle of 45 degrees.  
5) There will be no curved or glass walls on any new school buildings constructed in the 

UK, thanks to a set of government guidelines released in 2012. 
6) She specialises in the cleaning and restoration of old buildings. 
7) Continued soiling eventually led to a complete blackening of the surface of the building. 
8) The construction and technology of the iron lattice towers at King Island and Port Phillip 

Bay show the absence of suitable building materials. 
9) Marble Arch is a 19th-century white marble faced triumphal arch and London landmark. 
10) The Harbor Lights Cruise sails nightly during peak season at 7 pm and weekends only at 

6:30 pm beginning on October 28th. 
11) A huge bronze statue commemorating the poet stands in the main square. 
12) Although the stola was a Roman garment, it was inspired by the clothing of ancient 

Greece. 
13) For hundreds of years, people in many countries have worn pure copper bracelets and 

other copper items to experience the health benefits of copper jewelry. 
14) The new building is long and rectangular and has a flat roof. 
15) Granite Building is a historic department store building located at Rochester in Monroe 

County, New York. 
16) Work on the monument was finally completed when the capstone was set in place on 7th 

December 1997. 
17) For decades the chimes of the Kremlin clock on the Spasskaya Tower have rung on the 

quarter hour, with bells tolling for each full hour. 
18) The spire’s installation was completed Friday morning, after pieces of it had been 

transported to the roof of the building last week. 
19) This unique house is made of concrete and soapstone, and anyone can make one in a 

matter of minutes. 
20) Damaged gilded picture frames can be repaired. 
21) Are these statues solid or hollow? 

 
3. Read the texts from 1 again. Choose the most interesting point and tell your partner. 

Add more information if possible. 
 
4. The cities mentioned in 1 have other places of interest.  Put them from the box into the 

appropriate column. 
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Cologne ………. 
Kamakura ………. 

London ………. 
New York ………. 

Paris ………. 
Pisa ………. 
Rio de Janeiro ………. 

Washington, D.C. ………. 
 

5. You have just had a wonderful holiday. Make a story about your visit to one of the 
places mentioned in 4 in the form of entries of your facebook page. Be inventive, 
narrate about some dramatic or funny events, other people, either real or imaginary. 
Use photos, videos and all your talents. 

 
 
 
 

                                                                                           
 
 

the Lincoln Memorial       the White House       the Jefferson Memorial 

the Library of Congress       Moulin Rouge       the Louvre       Notre Dame 

the Arc de Triomphe       the United Nations Headquarters       Broadway        

the Holy Field        the Museo del Duomo       Maracanã Stadium       

 Sambodromo       Copacabana       the Museum of chocolate        

Wallraf-Richartz-Museum       Egaraten-Jinja       Kenchō-ji         

Westminster Abbey        St Paul’s Cathedral       Shakespeare’s Globe Theatre       

 Metropolitan Museum of Art       Trafalgar Square and Nelsons Column         

Brooklyn Bridge     the High Line 
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READING 2 
 
6. Four people live in four different places which are the biggest attractions for tourists. 

Match the people 1–4 with the places A–D. Answer the following questions. 
1) What do you think it’s like to live in each of these places? 
2) Which of these places would you most like to live in? Why? 
3) Which of these places would you least likely to live in? Why? 
 

 1.  Paulo feels lucky to be living in a city that is so beautiful and exciting. Many people 
travel to the city for its famous beaches like Copacabana and Ipanema. The most stunning view 
can be seen from the top of the Sugar Loaf Mountain. It is so spectacular!  In addition to 
countless natural settings, the city is also famous for a wide range of carnival celebrations, 
samba, bossa nova, bars, clubs, and special musical events in night. Everyone seems to stay out 
late, as though some unwritten law forbids sleeping before dawn. 
 Some people say it’s too noisy and crowded, but Paulo loves it. Paulo agrees that 
sometimes one needs to be concerned about safety especially while travelling on foot. It is 
necessary to take precautions while walking in crowded areas, as due to the poverty in the 
surrounding areas of the city, the crime rate is quite high. It is always good to keep valuable 
items, passport and additional cash in the hotel safe or at home. At night it is not wise to go 
down unlit alleys or travel in public transportation, a safer option is to call a taxi, and areas like 
subway stations should be avoided. Local people and tourists should be aware of pickpockets 
and bag snatchers. But Paulo loves his home city because it is a living city and you will never 
run out of things to explore! Moreover, the city will host the 2016 Summer Olympics and the 
biggest Paralympics Games yet in terms of athletes and sports! 
 
 2.  Luigi believes that his city is a very special place. It is a glorious cliché, more 
romantic, more beautiful and more surprising than people could expect. No matter how many 
photographs or films one may have seen, it is still a jaw-dropping experience seeing its canals 
and palaces for the first time. That first cruise down the Grand Canal is one of life’s 
unforgettable experiences. 
 But really he hates living there. There are too many tourists everywhere.  
 The crowds flock in and out at any time of the year. Visitors pile into the fragile centre of 
the city – and there are days when tourists outnumber locals by two to one. Late spring and early 
summer bring some of the most daunting crowds, but there’s a reason why they come: the sheer 
loveliness of this exquisite city bathed in clear light and warmth. Luigi wants his city to be more 
secluded. Why don’t tourists leave them in peace? 
 
 3.  Diana loves living in this city. And, sometimes, she hates it. But every time she 
attempts a “pros and cons” list of staying vs. leaving, the positives far outweigh the irksome 
negatives of life in a major city. Some years ago she developed a crush on the Windy City, 
which developed into a full-blown love affair. She likes the exotic Ethiopian restaurant at the end 
of her block, the Lebanese bakery down the street, the vast lake and its sweeping shore lines, 
graced by miles and miles of beaches, parks and trails. And if she wasn’t careful, she could 
drown in a sea of stellar thrift, vintage and antique stores. Concerts on a balmy summer night at 
Ravinia are also very beautiful memories! The theatre and art scene in the city is deserving of its 
own tome. But in a nutshell, it’s some of the best in the world. And she’s been lucky enough to 
count herself as part of it. 
 Unfortunately, the city is rather overcrowded and overpriced. The near-constant noise, 
bogglingly pricey street parking fees and the draw of a small beach cottage somewhere all 
conspire  to pack her up and move her  from the city proper. But she always takes  into 
consideration the wonderfully loving people she’s  come to consider a big part of her life; those 
who’ve made her feel part of a community! Well, she feels home here! 
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 4.  Cora loves her home city! She believes it is one of the most extraordinary cities in the 
country. Not just because it is their government city, but also because of its many monuments, 
historic districts and its location near the beautiful North Sea coastline. The city is also known as 
“the city of peace and justice” and is called “the residence city” because of the many members of 
the Royal Family who reside in its chic neighbourhoods. The Plein and Grote Markt squares 
abound with great restaurants, eateries, coffee houses and night clubs and are lively and 
welcoming places every day of the week. The city’s shopping is as varied as the city itself. It 
also has a lot of internationally renowned art and culture to offer.  And last but not least, Cora is 
sure that her city proves that a modern skyline and a historic city centre are perfect partners!  
 

A. the Hague (Holland)  
B. Chicago (the USA)  
C. Venice (Italy)  
D. Rio de Janeiro (Brazil) 

 

 
 
 
7. You are going to write a short description of a famous town or city in your country. 

• Choose the town or the city you are going to write about. 
• Decide what kind of tourist or visitor you are writing for. (Young backpackers? 

Families? Culture vultures?) 
• Decide on three or four main pints to include in your description. 
• Write a short description (about 200 words) in the style of a guide book.  Do NOT 

include the name of the town or city. 
 
8. When you have finished writing, work in groups of three or four. Read your description 

to the group. Listen to the descriptions and try to guess which town or city they are 
telling about. What information helped you get the answer? 
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READING 3 
 
9. You have won the competition “A dream holiday for two!” You can choose a dream 

holiday for two in one of the four fabulous destinations. Read the information about 
them. List them in order (1=the place you would most like to go; 4=the place you would 
least like to go to). Explain your choices to a partner. 

 
Italy 
 Italy is considered to be one of the 
most beautiful countries on the planet. This 
country is favourite to millions of tourists. It 
is an amazing combination of the European 
culture, sunny Mediterranean, its seductive 
cuisine, excellent wines, incredible music 
and fascinating style. Furthermore, Italy can 
boast of a rich history and numerous 
cultural monuments. Italian cities such as 
Venice, Rome, Florence, Milan, Naples, 
Genoa and others are real legends. Probably 
everybody has ever dreamed to see them. 
The beauty of  Italy is proverbial. Every 
year around 40,000,000 tourists visit this country. It is a real giant on  the world tourist market. 
Italy is the fifth most visited country after France, Spain, USA and China. All those can make 
everybody  fall in love with it and wish to stay here forever. Moreover, the Italian climate is 
among the healthiest in the world! 
 
Egypt 
 Egypt, officially the Arab Republic 
of  Egypt, is a transcontinental country, 
spanning the northeast corner of Africa and 
southwest corner of Asia. Egypt is one of 
the most populous countries in Africa and 
the Middle East, and the 15th most populated 
in the world. Egypt has one of the longest 
histories of any modern state, having been 
continuously inhabited since the 10th 
millennium BC. Its monuments, such as the 
Giza pyramid complex and its Great Sphinx, 
were constructed by its ancient civilization, 
which was one of the most advanced of its 
time. Its ancient ruins, such as those of Memphis, Thebes, Karnak and the Valley of the Kings 
outside Luxor, are a significant focus of archaeological study and popular interest. Egypt’s rich 
cultural legacy, as well as the attraction of its Red Sea Riviera, has made the country one of the 
most popular places in the world! 
 Unfortunately, the number of tourists visiting Egypt recently has fallen markedly due to 
the political instability in the country and the repeated protests in different provinces.Sometimes 
demonstrators are camped out in the area of tourist attractions and  organise protests opposing 
the government. 
 
Greece 
 Greece is one of the most beautiful countries in the world. Greece was one of the first 
places civilization took hold in Europe and is therefore the birthplace of many things we’re 
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familiar with, including the Olympic Games, 
Western philosophy, democracy, political 
science and Western literature and drama. 
Surrounded by the Aegean Sea on the East, 
the Mediterranean on the South and the 
Ionian Sea to the West, it’s made up of a 
mainland and more than a thousand islands 
(227 of which are inhabited). Obviously, the 
sea has a huge influence on Greek life and 
culture, but Greece is also one of the most 
mountainous countries in Europe, with 80% 
of its land area covered by mountains. The 
climate of Greece is varied, with Alpine, Mediterranean and temperate zones. It’s a 
breathtakingly beautiful country, with varied terrain and plenty of photo-worthy features! 
 
Australia 
 Many people would love to take a trip 
to Australia because it is very beautiful and it 
is a country with lots to do and see. When 
people think of Australia they most likely 
think of kangaroos, koala bears, Steve Irwin, 
who was known as the Crocodile Hunter, 
Paul Hogan who was known as Crocodile 
Dundee,  the Sydney Opera House, the 2000 
Olympics, Nicole Kidman, and Olivia 
Newton. However, perhaps people are not 
aware that Australia has some lovely parks. 
 One of Australia’s most beautiful 
parks is called William Bay National Park. This national park is located on the South East coast 
of Australia. This national park contains a lot of plants and trees such as the Karri tree, the wattie 
tree, and the peppermint tree. Australia is also surrounded by water and is well known for its 
beautiful beaches and blue crystal clear water. Unfortunately, Australia has one of the most 
shark-infested waters in the world! 
 There are many things to do in Australia. People can sightsee, take beautiful pictures, 
swim, do a marine study of all Australia’s fascinating plant and animal life, and take romantic 
walks on the beach. There are many great facilities that people may enjoy during their stay there. 
The best seasons to visit this country are between late spring and early autumn.  
 If you combine the history and the beauty of Australia, it will seem to be the ideal place 
to begin your vacation! 
 
10. Choose one country mentioned above and tell other students what you think about it. 

Use the hints: 
• the political and economic situation in the country, 
• its cuisine, 
• people, 
• things you would buy there, 
• sights you want to see. 

 
11. Imagine you opened the door of the classroom and found yourself in... 

• India, 
• Japan, 
• Alaska (the USA), 
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• Greenland (Denmark), 
• Siberia (Russia). 

 
 Work with a partner. Choose one place and discuss what it would be like. 

• What would it look like? What sounds and smells would there be? What would the 
buildings be like? 

• What would the weather be like? 
• What would the people look like? What would they be wearing? 
• What would you eat and drink? 
• What would you be able to do? What wouldn’t you be able to do? 
• Would you have a good time? 

 
12. Work in groups and write a story.  

 Choose one of the story “skeletons” or invent one of your own. Аdd as many details as 
you can think of. 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
13. Read each other’s stories and vote for the best one. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

STORY  
SKELETON 1 
 
A man went abroad on holiday. He met a woman and fell in love. 
He asked her to marry him. But she did not want to come to his country and live there. 

STORY 
 SKELETON 2 
 
Three friends went on holiday in a car. They camped in wildlife Africa. Things went 
wrong. Finally, they got home safely. 
 



 52 

UNIT 15. TOURISM. TOURISM INDUSTRY 

PRE-READING 

1. Do you spend much of your time travelling? 
2. Do you meet a lot of interesting people on your travels? 
3. What do people learn when they travel? Do you really think tourism broadens our mind? 
4. Would you like to travel to exotic places? 
5. Is tourism bad for the environment or can it have a positive impact? 

 
 
READING 1 
1. Read the text paying attention to the italicized words. 
 

Tourism 
 

Tourism is travel for recreational, leisure or business purposes. The World Tourism 
Organisation defines tourists as people who travel to and stay in places outside their usual 
environment for not more than one consecutive year for leisure, business and other purposes not 
related to the exercise of an activity remunerated from within the place visited. Tourism has 
become a popular global leisure activity. In 2011, there were over 983 million international 
tourist arrivals worldwide, representing a growth of 4.6% when compared to 940 million in 2010.  

Tourism is important, and in some cases, vital for many countries, such as Egypt, Greece, 
and Thailand, and many island nations, such as the Bahamas, Fiji, the Maldives and the 
Seychelles. It was recognised in the Manila Declaration on World Tourism of 1980 as “an 
activity essential to the life of nations because of its direct effects on the social, cultural, 
educational and economic sectors of national societies and on their international relations”. 

Tourism brings in large amounts of income in payment for goods and services available, 
accounting for 30% of the world’s exports of services, and 6% of overall exports of goods and 
services. It also creates opportunities for employment in the service sector of the economy 
associated with tourism. These service industries include transportation services, such as airlines, 
cruise ships and taxicabs; hospitality services, such as accommodations, including hotels and 
resorts; and entertainment venues, such as amusement parks, casinos, shopping malls, music 
venues and theatres. 
 Larger countries tend to have the biggest workforces in the HCT (hotels, catering and 
tourism) industry. However, there are exceptions. The countries generating the most employment 
in the related tourism and travel economy in absolute terms include China, India, Indonesia, the 
USA and Brazil. Spain is notable as its population was only about 45 million in 2007, but it had 
large absolute numbers employed in the related economy. 
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 In 1994, the United Nations classified three forms of tourism in its Recommendations on 
Tourism Statistics: 

• Domestic tourism, involving residents of the given country travelling only within this 
country. 

• Inbound tourism, involving non-residents travelling in the given country. 
• Outbound tourism, involving residents travelling in another country. 

 The United Nations’ World Tourism Organisation (UNWTO) invites people worldwide 
to participate in World Tourism Day on September 27th every year.  The UNWTO Secretary-
General annually sends out a message to the general public to mark the occasion. Many tourism 
enterprises and organisations, as well as government agencies with a special interest in tourism, 
celebrate the event with various special events and festivities. Different types of competitions, 
such as photo competitions promoting tourism, as well as tourism award presentations in areas 
such as ecotourism, are held on World Tourism Day. Other activities include free entries, 
discounts or special offers for the general public to any site of tourism interest. Government and 
community leaders, as tourism business representatives, may make public announcements or 
offer special tours or fares to promote both their region and World Tourism Day on or around 
September 27th. 
 No doubt, that the hotel, catering and tourism (HCT) is one of the world’s major growth 
industries. It creates millions of jobs and has a central importance to the economy of many 
developing and developed nations. However, HCT is often characterized by low pay, difficult 
working conditions and many clandestine jobs. In many countries tourism contributes to the 
exploitation of child labour and women. Local communities often derive little benefit from the 
industry and it can have significant negative environment impacts. Further, in the past several 
years the HCT sector has been dramatically affected by several major events, including terrorist 
attacks, tsunamis and hurricanes. 
 
1. Give Russian equivalents. 
 

� recreational 
� leisure 
� purpose 
� environment 
� consecutive year 
� to remunerate 
� worldwide 
� national society 
� income 
� goods and services 
� accommodation 
� resort 
� entertainment venue 
� music venue  

� workforce 
� annual(ly) 
� to mark the occasion 
� enterprise 
� events and festivities 
� competition 
� free entry 
� discount 
� developing/developed nations 
� clandestine job 
� exploitation (of child labour) 
� hurricane 

 
2. Translate the sentences into Russian paying attention to the italicized words and 

phrases. Make up 10 sentences of your own using some of them. 
 

1) My busy schedule leaves little time for leisure. 
2) I use my boat mainly for leisure purposes. 
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3) He went there for the purpose of making business contacts. 
4) We need to create a good working environment for all our employees. 
5) Our company employs 2,000 staff worldwide. 
6) Most of the staff work for ten days consecutively and then have two days off. 
7) The players were remunerated for their services. 
8) These novels reflect the values of modern society. 
9) What is your approximate annual income?  
10) The hotel provides accommodation for up to 200 people. 
11) Summer festivities included a parade and open-air concerts. 
12) Entry to the exhibition costs $ 5.50. 
13) Her promotion was an occasion for great celebration. 
14) Euro Disney is a much smaller enterprise than its American counterparts. 
15) Children in many developing countries lack basic medical care. 
16) Canada is currently offering a 10% discount on selected airfares. 
17) This café is a popular venue for wedding receptions. 
18) Brighton is one of the most popular resorts on the south coast of England. 
19) There was intense competition between the journalists to get the story. 
20) The whole workforce is out on strike. 
 

4. What do the following figures in Reading 1 refer to? 
 

 
 
 
 

 
5. Read the text and choose the most suitable word from the brackets to complete these 

sentences. 
Tourism Industry − A Special Focus on India 

By EconomyWatch (30 June 2010) 
 

The tourism industry in India is substantial and (vitally/vital), and the country is fast 
becoming a major (global/globe/globalization) destination. India’s travel and tourism industry is 
one of the most profitable industries in the country, and also credited with contributing a 
substantial amount of foreign exchange. This is illustrated by the fact that during 2009, four 
million (international/internationally) tourists visited India and spent US $ 8.9 billion. 
 Several reasons are cited for the growth and prosperity of India’s travel and tourism 
industry. (Economic/economy) growth has added millions (annually/annual) to the ranks of 
India’s middle class, a group that is driving domestic tourism growth. Foreign tourists spend 
more in India than almost in any other country (worldwidely/worldwide). Tourist 
(arrivals/arrivings) have increased by 22% recorded in 2011. 
 The tourism industry plays an important role in the development of social, cultural, 
(educational/education) and (economic/economical) sectors of a (national/nationally/nationality)  
society. For example, the Tourism Ministry initiated advertising campaigns such as the 
“Incredible India” campaign which promoted India’s culture and tourist attractions in a fresh and 
memorable way. The tourism industry has also helped growth in other sectors such as 
agriculture, handicrafts, construction and even poultry. Both directly and indirectly, tourism in 
India has created jobs in a variety of (related/relationship/relating) sectors. 
 
 
 
 

 
2011       983        4.6%       940      1980       30%       1994       27       45 
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6. Read the texts again and answer the questions about tourism.  
1) Which purposes does tourism serve? 
2) What is your understanding of a “tourist”? 
3) Why has tourism become a popular global leisure activity?  
4) Why is tourism important and vital for many countries?  
5) What opportunities does tourism create? 
6) What industries are included in the service sector of tourism? 
7) What are the countries that generate the most employment in the related tourism and 

travel economy in absolute terms? 
8) Which forms of tourism does the UN Recommendations on Tourism Statistics give? 
9) What day was chosen as the date for World Tourism Day? 
10) What do different enterprises and organisations offer tourists in celebration of this event? 
11) What advantages can be taken of being involved in HCT? Disadvantages? 
12) Which reasons are cited for the growth and prosperity of India’s travel and tourism 

industry? 
13) Does India have a great tourism potential? 
14) Do you think tourism helps people in the world understand each other? 
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READING 2 
   

7. Read this article based on en.wikipedia.org website about the history of the World 
Tourism Organisation. Choose the most appropriate word or phrase from the box to 
complete the sentences in the article.  

 
The World Tourism Organisation Studies and Promotes Global Tourism 

Katherine Schulz Richard (geography.about.com) 
 

 The World Tourism Organisation was founded in ……... . Its basis was the combination 
of the ideas of various international travel organisations dating back to the 1930s. In 2003, the 
acronym …….. was established to distinguish it from the World Trade Organisation.  
 The World Tourism Organisation ....... of a General Assembly, Executive Council and 
……... . These groups meet periodically .......  the budget, administration and priorities of the 
organisation. Any country that is a member of the United Nations can apply to join the World 
Tourism Organisation. The UNWTO currently has 154 member states. Seven territories such as 
Hong Kong, Puerto Rico and Aruba are associate members. Members can be suspended from the 
organisation if their tourism policies …….. with the UNWTO’S objectives. Members are 
expected …….. to help fund the administration of the UNWTO. 
 A cornerstone of the World Tourism Organisation is the improvement of the economic 
and social living conditions of the world’s people, especially residents of ……... .  Tourism 
provides jobs that can alleviate global poverty and can be particularly beneficial to ……... . 
Revenue gained from tourism enables government to reduce debt and invest in social services. 
 Headquartered in Madrid, …….., the World Tourism Organisation is the most important 
institute that evaluates international tourism. The UNWTO protects the environment and ........ . 
The UNWTO works with many …….. such as UNESCO and the International Olympic 
Committee. The most important point of interest for the UNWTO is the sustainability of the 
environment. The UNWTO works with airlines and hotels .......  and water efficiency. The World 
Tourism Organisation’s ……. gives numerous recommendations to travellers. Travellers should 
thoroughly plan their trips and learn to speak some words of ......... . To ensure personal health 
and security, travellers should know how to receive assistance in case of an emergency. 
Travellers must observe local laws and respect human rights. The UNWTO works to prevent 
human trafficking and other …….. worldwide! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
8. Read the article again and make notes about the World Tourism Organisation under 

these headings.  
 

Membership Economic and social 
issues 

Environment Global Code of 
Ethics 

..... ..... ..... ..... 

“UNWTO”      developing countries      international organisations      Secretariat           
 

 the mid-1970s      to pay dues      Spain      women and young adults 
 

“Global Code of Ethics for Tourists”      conflict      abuses      is composed       
 

fosters peace       to vote on      to improve energy      the local language 
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9. Tell the class about the World Tourism Organisation. Find more information about it. 
 

10. The Tourism Market has been growing. Some new elements have come to life. For texts 
1–6 choose the heading A–H which you think fits the text best. Tell the class about one 
type of tourism. Find more information about it.  

 
1.  This type of tourism is responsible travel to fragile, pristine and usually protected areas. It 
helps to educate the traveller; provides funds for conservation; directly benefits the economic 
development of local communities; and fosters respect for different cultures and for human 
rights.  
 
2. This type of tourism is becoming a reality to more and more people. They speak of ultra-
modern facilities, superior personal service, shorter wait times, more modern and relaxing 
recuperative environments. It’s a market like all others that is service driven, where 
hospitality and healing surroundings combine with high quality care and lower costs to create 
a very real incentive people can’t ignore. 

3. This type of tourism is travel to dangerous and forbidden places for purposes of 
sightseeing. There have been a number of tourists who visit zones like Israel, Lebanon, 
Algeria, Colombia and other regions.  Their motivation is driven by a desire to see for 
themselves.  

4. This type of tourism is important for many reasons. The concept of it is as old as time. 
Thousands of years ago, merchants travelled the Seven Seas looking for stuffs to trade.  It 
gives travellers a chance to visit a new destination and sample a local or regional cuisine. The 
trip also involves an opportunity to learn new techniques or attend different tastings. Special 
institutes and training schools also offer programs and events for lovers of that who want to 
learn about emerging trends and preparation techniques. 

5. This is a type of tourism in which tourists travel to less developed countries to observe 
people living in poverty.  This type of tourism is promoted by travel companies as a means to 
reduce poverty, to pump money into the local economy, to help build community centres, 
clinics and to enable local people to participate more effectively in the process.  

6.  This type of tourism is the act of travelling to location featured in literature, film, music or 
any other form of entertainment.  

7. This type of tourism travel to another country for the purpose of giving birth in that 
country. Reasons for the practice include access to the destination country’s healthcare 
system and in countries that recognise birthright citizenship, to gain citizenship of that 
country at least for the child. 

8. This type of tourism is often referred to as shock tourism. It is a niche in the tourism 
industry involving travel to dangerous places (mountains, jungles, deserts, caves, canyons, 
etc.) or participation in dangerous events. 

A. POP-CULTURE TOURISM 
B. CULINARY TOURISM 
C. WAR TOURISM 
D. SLUM TOURISM 
E. MEDICAL TOURISM 
F. ECOTOURISM 
G. BIRTH TOURISM 
H. EXTREME TOURISM 
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11. Translate into English.  

Опасности туризма  

• Окружающая среда. Туризм может негативно влиять на окружающую среду. 
Большое количество людей и концентрация производства в туристических центрах 
приводят к загрязнению воздуха, воды, почвы. 

• Социальные проблемы. Жизнедеятельность каждого общества сопряжена с 
множеством социальных проблем: СПИД, преступность, наркотики, насилие, 
терроризм, пиратство, военные конфликты.  Ежегодно тридцать государств 
объявляют зонами, неблагоприятными для туризма. 

• Коммерциализация жизни и развитие туризма в отдельных регионах приводит к 
утрате традиций и падению престижа национальных культур. Особую озабоченность 
у мирового сообщества вызывает секс-туризм и вывоз туристами произведений 
искусств. 

• Транспорт. Одними из самых 
серьёзных рисков в туризме остаются 
транспортные происшествия, аварии 
и катастрофы. Много проблем 
создают крупные аварии на атомных 
электростанциях, химических 
комбинатах, военных объектах. 
Аварии и пожары на объектах 
туриндустрии ежегодно приводят к 
травмам и случаям со смертельным 
исходом среди туристов.  

• Культурные ценности. 
Межкультурные конфликты 
достаточно широко распространены 
в туризме. Разница культур и 
обычаев народов и стран часто 
приводит к взаимному непониманию, 
порой трагическому. 

• Личный фактор.  Многие туристы, 
оказавшись в местах отдыха, теряют 
бдительность  и часто подвергают 
свою жизнь опасности. Этим 
пользуются не только представители 
низших социальных слоев общества, 
но зачастую и официальные 
представители туристических  и 
страховых компаний, агенты-
перевозчики, служащие отелей, гостиниц, пансионатов и другие лица, связанные с 
предоставлением данного вида услуг. 
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READING  3 
 
12. Read the magazine article that talks about issues relating to eco-travel. 
 

Ecotourism and the Environment. The Eden Project 
 

Chris Wait works as a consultant on forestry and environmental projects. He talks about 
the Eden Project in Cornwall, in the south-west of England. 

 The Eden Project is a non-profit educational project built by the Eden Trust on a disused 
clay pit in St. Austell, Cornwall. It is the third most popular tourist attraction in the country and 
receives more than one million visitors every year. At its heart, it consists of two biomes − large, 
domed greenhouses. The two biomes are made of a hi-tech, transparent, non-stick foil that is 
very light but also strong and durable. The rainforest biome is the largest  − it is 240 m long, 55 
m high and 110 m wide. This biome recreates a tropical climate with plants from South-East 
Asia, South America and parts of Africa. The other biome, the Mediterranean biome, is 35 m 
high and recreates a warm, temperate climate with plants from the Mediterranean, South Africa, 
Western Australia, central Chile and some parts of North America. These, along with the 
extensive gardens, house over 130,000 plants from around the world, including approximately 
4,000 species. It also contains an educational facility called the Core. The Core is also home to 
art exhibitions throughout the year. 
 Tim Smit, a British businessman and entrepreneur, originally conceived of the Eden 
project and built a team to realize it. Workers began collecting plants for the biospheres in 1998 
and started constructing the site itself in February 1999, in the process moving 1.8 million tons 
of soil. The Eden Project opened its doors to the public in March 2001. The Core opened in 
2005. By 2007, nearly 9 million visitors had entered the doors of the Eden Project. 
 The Eden Project is much more than a tourist attraction.  The most important thing about 
it is that people can learn about the environment. Naturally, it has an educational objective. In 
addition, the project seeks to remind people of their connection to the natural world and of how 
dependent we are on it. According to the BBC, the project’s mission is to promote the 
understanding and responsible management of the vital relationship between plants, people and 
resources, leading towards a sustainable future for all. The complex uses Green Tariff Electricity 
– the energy comes from one of the many wind turbines in Cornwall, which were among the first 
in Europe. 
 Moreover, the Eden Project did a lot for the local community. It had created jobs, tourism 
and brought money to the local community, it helped to rebuild an area which was badly 
damaged by industry. It provided accommodation for up to 1,000 people. And of course, it’s 
really good for the environment. 
 Unfortunately, there are some problems with the concept of ecotourism. At the Eden 
Project the number of visitors has been extraordinary, so there is the physical problem of traffic, 
cars, visitor numbers. And the real danger in ecotourism is if money becomes the priority, the 
most important thing. If it becomes all about money, that can damage the environment that really 
we want to protect.  
 The creators of the Eden Project are planning a new education center and a new biome, 
this one recreating the Dry Tropics. 
 In December 2010 the Eden Project received permission to build a geothermal electricity 
plant which will generate approx 4MWe, enough to supply the Eden and about 5,000 households 
 In fact, Tim Smit had a vision and a good idea. He badly wanted to make a difference. 
The wonderful thing is he achieved this. He made a real difference not only to this area but to 
everyone who comes here. I think we can all carry that idea, we can have a vision and we can all 
help to make a difference! 
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13. Match the following statements with true (T) or false (F). 
1) The Eden Project is a visitor attraction in Sussex, England. (T/F) 
2) The Eden Project consists of three biomes which are large, domed greenhouses. (T/F) 
3) The biomes are made of a hi-tech, transparent, non-stick plastic. (T/F) 
4) Inside the artificial biomes are plants that are collected from all around the world. (T/F) 
5) The Core is the latest addition to the site and opened in September 2007. (T/F) 
6) It provides the Eden Project with an education facility. (T/F) 
7) The Eden Project was conceived by a small group of people. (T/F) 
8) The BBC believes that the project has come up with new ideas most beneficial for people 

and the environment. (T/F) 
9) Unfortunately, the Eden Project did not manage to bring lasting benefit to the local 

community. (T/F) 
10) Tim Smit and his team are planning on opening new biomes. (T/F) 
 

14. This Eden Project map is ideal for those planning a visit and wanting detailed 
directions. Explore the Eden Project with your partner. 

 

 
 

15. Read the text again and answer the questions. 
1) What does Chris say are the most important things about the Eden Project? 
2) What does the Eden Project make people do? 
3) What is the biggest danger in ecotourism? 
4) In which ways has the Eden Project helped the local community? 
5) Who is Tim Smit? 

 
16. What do you think? Chris says, “We can all carry that idea, we can have a vision and we 

can all help to make a difference!” Do you agree? Is this true for you? Give your 
arguments in written form. Write 150–200 words.  
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READING  4 

17. Sara Berger is vice-president of the Philippine Paralympic Sports and Development 
Inc. A car accident had left her severely disabled. This article reveals the story which 
put her to such a lot of trouble. Pay attention to the words and phrases in italics. 

On November 27th–29th Sara Berger was supposed to be the keynote speaker for the South-
East Asian Conference on Accessible Tourism, Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia. She was looking 
forward to a wonderful trip with her husband.  
 However, upon arriving at Kuala Lumpur’s Airport, the couple waited one hour for a 
wheelchair lift before they were told to pay 120 ringgits for its use. Berger refused to pay 
the extra money, and crawled down the airplane stairs to the tarmac where her husband waited 
with her wheelchair. 
 “My husband also has spinal injuries and it was against the airlines staff regulations to 
carry me”, explained Berger, vice-president of the Philippine Paralympic Sports and 
Development Inc. “My travel agent had already contacted the airlines before my trip, to inform 
them that a disabled person would be aboard. So why do I need to pay so much more just 
because I am disabled?” 
 Unfortunately, the conference organizers had chosen a hotel that did not have a disabled-
friendly room with a roll in shower and the hotel was one hour from the conference venue. This 
together with a number of other issues associated with the trip meant that a person with a high 
level spinal cord injury could not be sure that her trip would be as successful and enjoyable as 
that for a person without a disability attending the same conference. The outcome was that the 
conference lost a keynote speaker with a disability. Moreover, Sara Berger was literally confined 
to her hotel room as the local streetscapes did not offer a continuous and safe path of travel so 
that she could not get out of her room freely and go about her business of having meetings, 
getting to hospices or having quality leisure experiences. The local public transport options were 
also not accessible and affordable for her. 
 Of course, Sara Berger was left disappointed 
together with 200 participants from various countries 
such as China, Hong Kong, India, the Philippines, 
Taiwan, Nepal, South Korea, Singapore, Australia and 
New Zealand who attended the conference. The Prime 
Minister’s Department gave a grant of $ 450,000 to 
organize the event but not much was done. The disabled 
community had brought the matter to the attention of 
the authorities, speaking as experts in their own right 
and providing the lived experience of people with 
disabilities. They pointed out that the city was not 
accessible, from their pick-up at the airport to their 
hotel rooms and tourist spots. They were inspired by the 
advocacy, passion and dedication of the local delegates 
from the conference, volunteers and other people who 
took to the streets of the city to highlight what 
inaccessibility meant for their citizenship rights.  They 
said, “Tourism opens the door for every visitor to 
experience other cultures. This helps develop our 
understanding and contributes to our common humanity. People who have disabilities or who 
experience access problems cannot be denied this right. To be a tourist is everyone’s right!” 

18. Translate the sentences into Russian paying attention to the italicized words and 
phrases. Make up 10 sentences of your own using some of them. 
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1) Keynote speakers will provide a variety of perspectives from different academic and 
professional backgrounds on the conference theme of “Ecotourism”. 

2) This van is equipped with the wheelchair lift, which operates perfectly. 
3) Despite a clearly visible lift at an adjacent gate, Mr. Kanaan was forced to crawl down 

the airplane stairs. 
4) He had a spinal injury that left him unable to use his legs. 
5) Conference organizers serve different roles within the conference committees. 
6) The Atlanta hotel offers five disabled-friendly bedrooms on the ground floor. 
7) We have heard that at least one hotel in the city has a roll-in shower. 
8) The Royal Marine Hotel is a wonderful conference venue featuring sea views over 

looking Dublin Bay. 
9) His ill health kept him confined to his specially-made bed. 
10) Attractive and functional streetscapes increase residents’ quality of life. 
11) Governments should ensure the future availability of fulfilling leisure experiences by 

maintaining the quality of their country’s physical, social and cultural environment. 
12) There are a number of different public transport options to commute around the Bay 

Area and San Francisco. 
13) This program provides 22 hospitals across the country with the latest medical equipment 

to make cancer treatment accessible and affordable. 
14) This matter was brought to the attention of the Minister of Tourism. 
15) This project will direct coordinated actions between all levels of the government to close 

the gap between the lived experience of people with disabilities. 
16) Peace Corps Volunteers represent the United States abroad as they work in a wide variety 

of positions. 
17) American citizens’ rights are set forth and protected by the United States Constitution. 
18) Wendy has a passion to connect younger audiences with the natural world. 
19) They offer an airport pick-up to disabled people. 
20) How could she make such a big mistake and then go about her business as if it never 

happened? 
 

19. Match the following statements with true (T) or false (F). 
1) Sara Berger was going to deliver a speech at the South-East Asian Conference on 

Accessible Tourism. (T/F) 
2) On her way to the conference Sara Berger was accompanied by her parents, brother and 

three children. (T/F) 
3) At the airport she was wheeled down the airplane stairs by one of the stewards. (T/F) 
4) Sara Berger is senior vice president, Corporate Affairs Siemens Corporation. (T/F) 
5) The city authorities paid particular attention to the least protected segments of the 

population, including the disabled. (T/F) 
6) The conference organizers made tourism destinations and services accessible to the 

participants with disabilities. (T/F) 
7) It was a memorable holiday for Sara. The city was so accessible, from her pick-up at the 

airport to the hotel rooms and tourist spots. (T/F) 
8)  The participants of the conference took to the streets highlighting the urgency to make 

tourism accessible. (T/F) 
 

20. A disabled person is dissatisfied with hotel services. Write a complaint letter and 
inform the hotel of the problem. Present the facts and express the customer’s 
dissatisfaction. Use some hints in your letter: 
• no one was available to help, 
• waited for more than two hours, 
• lack of professional staff capable of dealing with accessibility issues, 
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• lack of accessible restaurants, bars and other facilities, 
• lack of adapted toilets in a restaurant, 
• lack of well-adapted hotel rooms, 
• lack of ramps for wheelchairs, 
• was outraged by the treatment  I received, 
• deserved better treatment. 

 
Use the following sample to write your own letter. 

 
 

21. Look through Article 30 of Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities 
(http://www.un.org/disabilities/convention/conventionfull ). This Convention was adopted 
by the General Assembly on December 13th, 2006, and entered into force on May 3rd, 
2008. As of December 2012, it has 127 parties, including the UN. Give your comments 
on Article 30 in written form. Write 200–250 words. 

 
 According to the UN, there are an estimated 650 million persons living with disabilities 
in the world. If one includes the members of their families, there are approximately 2 billion 
persons who are directly affected by disability, representing almost a third of the world’s 
population. Thus, persons with disabilities represent a significant overlooked development 
challenge, and ensuring equality of rights and access for these persons will have an enormous 
impact on the social and economic situation in countries around the world. The United Nations 
Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (Article 30 “Participation in cultural life, 
recreation, leisure and sport”) suggests that “ people with disabilities can enjoy all the rights of 
citizenship including their access to places for cultural performances or services, such as 
tourism services… and, as far as possible, enjoy access to monuments and sites of national 
cultural importance”. 
 
 

 
Dear Sir or Madam, 

I am writing this letter to express my utter disappointment in the treatment of me and my 
husband received in your hotel last week. 
When we first arrived we were shocked to find out that the room booking that had been made 
by my husband two weeks in advance was not completed! We had to adjust in a room that was 
not perfectly equipped for disabled persons, for example, our accommodation was not  
provided in ground floor rooms. Furthermore, the bathroom was not adapted for 
handicapped people. We demanded an explanation from the manager but we were left 
surprised by his rather gruff reply. 
Secondly, the hotel parking spaces did not offer any accessibility opportunity. We were 
outraged at the idea of parking half a mile from the hotel. 
Furthermore, I would also like to complain about the incompetence of your staff. They need 
to be better trained in relation to dealing with disabled people and to be taught some 
manners. 
Clearly, the biggest problem was lack of support staff to work with  the disabled. 
I sincerely hope that the next time we visit your hotel, all of these issues will have been tended 
to and that we would have a better experience. 

Yours faithfully,  
Alexandra Nedev 



 64 

UNIT 16. THE CONCEPT OF ETHNOLOGY.  
SOCIAL ANTHROPOLOGY 

 
PRE-READING 
 
1. What are your associations with the words “ethnology” and “anthropology”? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
            race 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
             humankind 

 
 
2. Match the words with their meanings.  

1) ethnology                     
2) anthropology  
3) relationship            
4) culture 
5) socialisation           
6) multiculturalism         

a) activities involving music, literature, and other arts 
b) the study of human societies, customs, and beliefs 
c) the branch of anthropology 
d) the way in which people or things are connected with each 

other 
e) cultural diversity of communities within a given society 
f) the process in which people, especially children, learn to 

behave 
 
 
READING 1 
 
2. Read the text paying attention to the italicized words. 

 
Ethnology and Social Anthropology 

 
Ethnology is a specialised discipline within the larger field of anthropology and the 

identifying characteristics of a particular cultural or ethnic group are studied in detail within this 
discipline. The study encompasses understanding how a particular segment of the human family 
uses their unique characteristics to relate to other cultural and ethnic groups.  

According to the information from the website of Uppsala University, ethnology is a 
strong area of cultural research. The main object for the discipline is the cultural expression of 
groups and societies. It is leading towards an understanding of new ethnicities, modes of 

ETHNOLOGY 
(“people, nation”) 

ANTHROPOLOGY 
(“science of humanity”) 
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urbanism and multiculturalism. Other fields 
are children, youth and women, where 
ethnologists have established several networks 
and research projects.  

An ethnologist is thought to be an 
anthropologist who studies the similarities and 
differences between cultures. The main goal 
of an ethnologist is to create a detailed 
objective report that compares important 
features of various cultures. Such research 
efforts can lead to a better understanding of 
human behaviour, political structures and art. 

Ethnology is about creating a history of the human family. It provides a productive and 
necessary function in understanding who we are and how we have come to be what we are today.  

According to the University of Cambridge’s website, social anthropology is the study of 
all peoples everywhere – what they make, what they do, what they think and how they organise 
their social relationships and societies. Social anthropologists produce in-depth descriptions of 
their customs and ways of life by living with people in different cultures and learning to talk and 

behave like them. Also, they compare different 
cultures and societies to explore their 
similarities and differences. Practitioners of 
social anthropology investigate the social 
organisation of a particular person: family 
structure, customs, economic and political 
organisation, patterns of consumption and 
exchange, gender relations, socialisation, 
religion, and so on. 

Social Anthropology is the dominant 
constituent of Anthropology throughout the 

United Kingdom and Commonwealth and much of Europe. In the USA Social Anthropology is 
commonly subsumed within Cultural Anthropology or under the relatively new designation of 
Socio-cultural Anthropology. Today, both social and cultural anthropologists and some who 
integrate the two are found in most institutes of anthropology: the Department of Social 
Anthropology at Addis Ababa University, the Department of Anthropology at Harvard 
University, the Department of Social and Cultural Anthropology at the Universitat Autònoma de 
Barcelona, the Department of Social Anthropology at the University of Cambridge, and so on. 

 
3. Match the words 1–10 with their Russian equivalents a–j. 

 
1) identifying 
2) encompass 
3) urbanism 
4) network 
5) behavior 
6) productive 
7) in-depth 
8) investigate 
9) consumption 
10) subsume 

 

 
a) отождествление 
b) всесторонний 
c) сеть 
d) относить к какой-либо категории, 

группе 
e) городской быт 
f) поведение 
g) производительный 
h) собирать сведения 
i) окружать 
j) потребление 
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4. Give Russian equivalents. 

 
5. Complete the sentences with the words and phrases from 3.  

1) The UK’s only chair of paleography – the 
………. of deciphering ancient texts – is being 
abolished. 

2) The birds are grouped by families, with an 
introduction to each family that highlights its 
uniquely ………. and behaviors. 

3) Multiculturalism does not mean, and has never 
meant, different ………. being left alone to get 
on with whatever activities they choose. 

4) Russell spent five years researching this ……… 
of history of the scattered villages of the Italian 
Alps. 

5) Psychologists David Comer Kidd and Emanuele 
Castano have proved that reading literary fiction 
enhances the ability to detect and understand 
other people’s emotions, a crucial skill in navigating complex ………. 

6) I think that missionaries have the right to freedom of speech to express their beliefs and 
discuss ……….. between religions. 

7) I received from Finkelstein and Silberman’s book: that revealed religion is a ………. of 
state formation. 

8) ………: human beings are the only species who cry for emotional reasons. 
9) As food and fuel prices continue to increase the world must look to new …….. and 

production. 
10) The modern …….. is in flux. 
11) Throughout this period, Firth developed what one might call a gentle criticism of the 

………. structural functionalism of social anthropology by insisting on the importance of 
personal choice and flexibility in social life. 

12) The ……… power of the people is one of the fundamental ideas of modern politics. 
13) Anthropologists have announced that the government will launch five new ………. 
14) John Campbell, who has died aged 86, may well have been the first ………. to carry out 

field work in Greece. 
 
6. Translate the following phrases from Russian into English. 
 Уникальные характеристики; исследовательские проекты; политические структуры; 
объективный доклад; более глубокое понимание; социальные отношения; обычаи и образ 
жизни; разные культуры и общества; социальная организация; гендерные отношения; 
доминирующий компонент; бóльшая часть; интегрировать. 
 
 
 

 
� specialised discipline 
� identifying characteristics 
� particular segment 
� cultural and ethnic groups 
� similarities and differences 
� social relationships 
� necessary function 

 
� in-depth descriptions 
� family structure 
� patterns of consumption 
� dominant 
� constituent 
� social anthropologist 
� institutes of anthropology 



7. Match the beginnings 1–7 with the endings a–g to form sentences. 
 

 
1) Ethnology is a specialised discipline 

within the larger field of anthropology 
and……..  

2) According to the information from the 
website of Uppsala University,……… 

3) The study encompasses understanding 
how a particular segment of the human 
family uses……….  

4) An ethnologist is thought to be an 
anthropologist who………  

5) According to the University of 
Cambridge’s website, social 
anthropology is the study of all peoples 
everywhere –……… 

6) Practitioners of social anthropology 
investigate the social organisation of a 
particular person:……….  

7) In the USA Social Anthropology is 
commonly subsumed within……….  

 

 
a) ………. family structure, customs, 

economic and political organisation, 
patterns of consumption and exchange, 
gender relations, socialisation, religion, 
and so on.  

b) ……… what they make, what they do, 
what they think and how they organise 
their social relationships and societies. 

c) ……… ethnology is a strong area of 
cultural research. 

d) ……… studies the similarities and 
differences between cultures. 

e) ……… their unique characteristics to 
relate with other cultural and ethnic 
groups is also encompassed in the 
study.  

f) ………. Cultural Anthropology or 
under the relatively new designation of 
Socio-cultural Anthropology. 

g) ………. the identifying characteristics 
of a particular cultural or ethnic group 
are studied in detail within this 
discipline. 

 
 
8. Match the sentences 1–8 with True (T) or False (F). 

1) Ethnology is a discipline within the larger field of anthropology. (T/F) 
2) Ethnology is an area of cultural research. (T/F) 
3) The main object for the discipline is the religious expression of groups and societies. 

(T/F) 
4) Geography is about creating a history of the human family. (T/F) 
5) Ethnologists establish networks and research projects. (T/F) 
6) The main goal of an ethnologist is to create a detailed objective report that compares 

important features of various religions. (T/F) 
7) Social anthropology is the study of all peoples everywhere. (T/F) 
8) Both social and cultural anthropologists and some who integrate the two are found in 

few institutes of anthropology. (T/F) 
9) Practitioners of social anthropology investigate the social organisation of a particular 

person. (T/F) 
10) Social Anthropology is the dominant constituent of Ethnology throughout the United 

Kingdom and Commonwealth and much of Europe. (T/F) 
 

9. Using the Internet find some information about the countries below (nationalities and 
their typical features). Fill in the table. 
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Country Nationality Typical features 
Australia 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Australian “Aussie” is a colloquialism 
that was used during World 
War I to refer to 
Australian-born people of 
British or Irish ancestry; 
flora and fauna native to 
the continent, such as the 
kangaroo, koala, em, and 
wattle, are symbols of the 
national ethos, especially in 
international and national 
contexts, although this is 
also the case for unique 
buildings such as the 
Sydney Harbour Bridge 
and the Sydney Opera 
House… 

Brazil ….. ….. 
 
 

China ….. ….. 
 
 

Denmark ….. ….. 
 
 

Estonia ….. ….. 
 
 

Finland ….. ….. 
 
 

Mexico ….. ….. 
 
 

Spain ….. ….. 
 
 

Switzerland ….. ….. 
 
 

Ukraine ….. ….. 
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UNIT 17. CAREERS IN TOURISM 
          
PRE-READING 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
  
 
1. Match the pictures with these sectors of the travel industry. Then answer the questions 

below.  
 

 

 

1) What sector of the travel industry appeals to you most? 
2) Can you name two jobs in each sector? 
3) Which of these jobs interest you most?  
 

2. What is your idea of a good job? Put the following ideas in order of importance. Discuss 
your choices with the group. 
____ a chance to travel   ____ friendly colleagues 
____ teamwork    ____ opportunity to meet people 
____ long holidays   ____ responsibility for other staff 
____ job stability    ____ flexible working hours 
____ a good salary   ____ benefits (commission, cheap holidays) 

 
 
 
 

airlines          hotels and accommodation          catering 
 

ferry and cruise           companies car hire 
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READING 1 
 
1. Read the job advertisements. Which of the jobs: 

• involves selling? 
• requires management skills? 
• means working abroad? 
• offers extra financial benefits? 
• involves making arrangements? 
• needs excellent telephone skills? 

 
RESORT REPSRESORT REPSRESORT REPSRESORT REPS If you enjoy being in foreign places but don’t like being on 
the move the whole time, then being a resort representative is a great job for you. You will 
need to be enthusiastic, energetic, possess excellent communication skills and be good at 
dealing with emergencies and making decisions on your own. There is the opportunity to earn 
commission from selling excursions to boost your basic salary. 

NNNNIGHTIGHTIGHTIGHT    AAAAUDITORUDITORUDITORUDITOR    This is a chance to become part of a well-
established international five-star hotel. We are looking for a Night 
Auditor for a busy hotel front office. Reporting to the Front Office 
Manager, you will be skilled at supervising staff, handling guest queries 
and complaints, maximising room occupancy and producing the daily 
business figures. You are well-presented and patient with a friendly, 
helpful personality. This position has unlimited potential and will suit 
someone looking at his/her career in the long term. 

CONFERENCE CONFERENCE CONFERENCE CONFERENCE EVENT COEVENT COEVENT COEVENT CO----ORDINATORORDINATORORDINATORORDINATOR Conference 
Consultants is a dynamic events management organisation which provides 
creative, exciting and affordable solutions for conferences and exhibitions. 
We are currently looking for a hard-working person to join our staff. The 
successful applicant will be responsible for organising special events. This 
person will have excellent customer service and management skills and be 
prepared to work under pressure. An excellent salary package and 
company car will be offered to the right candidate.    

TRAVEL SALES CONSULTANTTRAVEL SALES CONSULTANTTRAVEL SALES CONSULTANTTRAVEL SALES CONSULTANT Leading travel agency is 
seeking a travel sales consultant to sell holidays and other travel products. 
Good telephone, IT and numeracy skills are a must. The job involves 
booking package tours, making hotel reservations and arranging car hire 
as well as designing individual holidays for the independent traveler. You 
will be caring, have an outgoing personality and be able to put others first.   
 

2. Which job do you find the most/least attractive? Give your reasons.  
 
3. When you apply for a job it is usual to enclose a curriculum vitae, or CV. This is a list 

of your personal details, educational history, qualifications, experience, and interests 
– in other words, the story of your life from a professional point of view.  

Here are some headings that might appear on a typical CV. 
 

1) NAME 
2) PERSONAL STATEMENT (a brief summary of your status) 
3) PERSONAL DETAILS (address, date of birth, nationality, etc.)  
4) EDUCATION (including dates, places, and examinations) 
5) PROFESSIONAL QUALIFICATIONS (including dates and places) 
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6) WORK EXPERIENCE 
7) LANGUAGES 
8) INTERESTS AND HOBBIES 
9) REFEREES 
 
Match each of the headings 1–9 with the jumbled up sections a–j of this CV. What job 
do you think this person might be applying for?  
a) Argentinian 
b) Spanish (mother tongue) 

English (advanced level) 
Portuguese (intermediate level) 

c) 1993–94  
Higher Institute of Tourism, “Perito Moreno”. Graduated in Hotel Management. 
1995–96 
Diploma in Protocol and Ceremonial, Association of Hotels in Buenos Airies, including 
training at the Plaza Marriott, Buenos Airies.  

d) July 1997–December 1997 
Conte Hotel (five-star), Buenos Airies. Started as bell-boy, trained as telephone 
operator and worked on switchboard; final position, reception assistant on front desk. 

e) An enthusiastic and hard-working hotel management graduate looking for a challenging 
junior management position in a top-class hotel. 

f) Film and music (playing the violin) 
g) 15th April 1974 
h) 11 Selbourne House, Canterbury Street, London SE1 
i) Leonel Jorge Garcia 
j) Manager, Plaza Marriott, Buenos Airies. 

Personal Manager, Conte Hotel, Buenos Airies. 
 

4. Look at these two job advertisements. Work in groups and discuss what experience 
and qualifications potential candidates would need to have. 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

             
             SENIOR ESENIOR ESENIOR ESENIOR ENTERTAINMENTS OFFICERNTERTAINMENTS OFFICERNTERTAINMENTS OFFICERNTERTAINMENTS OFFICER    

             TO WORK ON CARIBBEAN CRUISE SHIP    

                       Responsible for        
 -planning and running an entertainment   
  programme for over 1,000 passengers 
 -managing a staff of 20  
 -experience essential 
 -nine-month contract (renewable) 
   Apply to 
 Charlotte Goldsmith, Leisure Recruitment       
            Services,  
 329–31 Farrington Road, London EC1 2AW 
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5. Write a CV of your own in response to one of the job advertisements. Try to base it as 
much as possible on your own details and experience. You can add things such as 
qualifications and work experience which you hope to get in the future. Don’t be too 
modest! 

 
6. When you apply for a job, it is usual to send a covering letter with your CV. Look at 

the list of tips for writing good covering letters. Choose the right words from the box 
to complete them. 

 

 
 

      
 

1) A good covering letter should not ………. the information given on your CV but 
should ……….. it. 

2) If the job advertisement contains a contact name, it is polite to ………. your letter to 
that person: Dear Mr. Rodriguez, Dear Ms. Leone, etc. 

3) Start your letter by stating clearly which job you are applying for, and ………. and 
………. you saw the advertisement for it. 

4) The main body of the letter should contain a summary of your relevant ………. and/or 
any abilities or ………. which you think it would be useful to mention: remember you 
are trying to impress! 

5) Finish your letter by saying what you feel you could bring to the company. Make sure 
you indicate your willingness to attend an ………. .  

 
7. Here is the covering letter sent by an applicant for a job as junior manager in a big 

international hotel chain. The sentences are in the wrong order. Decide which is the 
right order and write the letter out in full. 
a) I am now seeking a post that will offer me greater responsibility and the opportunity to 

develop my management skills. 
b) Dear Mr. Rodriguez 

achievements          repeat          summarise          interview 
 

address          experience          where          when 

                                EMPIRE STATE BUILDINGEMPIRE STATE BUILDINGEMPIRE STATE BUILDINGEMPIRE STATE BUILDING    

        New York’s most famous skyscraper is seeking a       
       Director of  

       Tourism Services 
************************************************* 
The successful candidate will have responsibility for: 
 

 managing the observatory, shops, exhibition 

 recruiting and managing a team of 15 employees 

 publicity and marketing 

Apply in writing with current resume to: 
Executive Appointments, 268 Madison Avenue, New York, NY 
10016 
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c) I do hope that you will consider inviting me for interview, and I look forward to hearing 
from you.  

d) Besides my good general background in different aspects of hotel management, I also 
have a particular interest in computer accounting systems (see attached CV), speak 
fluent German and English and intermediate-level Spanish. 

e) I am enthusiastic and hard-working and would enjoy the challenge of working to 
maintain high standards in a top-class hotel. 

f) I am writing in reply to your advertisement in the International Gazette, on Tuesday 
14th November, for junior managers with the Princessa Hotel Group. 

g) Having worked successfully in a range of posts of increasing responsibility, from 
chambermaid, to switchboard operator, to front desk receptionist, I have gained a wide 
range of experience and overall hands-on knowledge of the day-to-day running of a 
hotel. 

h) Please find enclosed my CV with full details of my qualifications and experience to 
date. 

i) As you will see from my CV, I graduated from the University of Brighton with a 
Diploma in Hotel Management and Catering, and have had nearly four years’ 
experience in different types of hotel work in Germany, Austria, and Mallorca, as well 
as in Britain.  

j) Yours sincerely 
 Ulrike Christiansen 
 

8. Find an advertisement for a job in tourism that interests you (or use the one above).   
Write the covering letter that you would send with your CV if you were applying for 
this job. 
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